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THE PREFACE, 


DESIDERIVS ERAS- 


MVS OF ROTERODAME, 
to the ryght noble loꝛde Thomas, 
Erle of wylteſhyꝛe, and of 
Oꝛmame, ſendeth 
gretynge. 


=O THE VERY pa 
VA \fytcconcluſyon of Chꝛi⸗ 
ſtes lore, your lozdeſhyp 
„IAscalleth me, mooſte noble 
: Erle, and yet moꝛe noble 
j SY EC wn the * of godlynes, 
than in the oꝛnamentes 
. of foꝛtune, in that ve pꝛo- 
uoke me to adde to my foꝛmer bokes ſome 
iytle thynge, teachinge howe a man ought 
do prepare hym to deth. Foꝛthis is of mans 
lyfe the laſt part (as it were) of the playe, 
wherof hangeth eyther euerlaſtpnge blyſſe 
of man, oꝛ cucrlaſtynge damnation , This 
is thelaſte fyghte with the cnemyc., whera 
by the ſouldiour of Chꝛiſte loketh foꝛ cetera 
nall triumphe, yf he ouercome: and euerla⸗ 
ſtynge ſhame, if he be onercome , As tons 
chynge my ſclfe , g haue bene hole in this 
buſyneſſe this great whyle, where as youre 
exgoꝛtation was, as who layth ,a ſpur re to 
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THE PREFACE. 


hm that renncth . owe be it at that tyme 
J ſtudyed fo: mync owne pꝛiuate comfort. 


But pour goodnes coueteth, that alſo this 


frute thꝛoughe vs myght be made commun 
vnto man. wolde god, that the loꝛde of his 
goodnes wyll graunt to your moſt holy res 
queſtes, and to myne endeuour a pꝛoſpe⸗ 
rous ende, at leaſte J wyll not wꝛaſtle a⸗ 
gainſte his wyll, thꝛoughe whoſe inſtincte, 
g ſuppoſe this myne obſequye and ſeruyce 
to be demaunded of pour lozdeſhyp, 
C Fare ye well. At Friburge, the Lalen- 
des of Decembꝛe, the yere of oure 
loꝛde, a thouſand, fyue hun⸗ 
dꝛeth, thyꝛty and 
thꝛe. 


A BOKE OF ERASMVS OP 
Rotcrodame,how euery man ought 
foꝛ to p2cpare hym ſelke, 

to dpe. 


2} 


FE ebuolepber, of greate 
fame, but which had not 

. herde that heuenly Phi- 
2 loſopher, whyche hath 


2 2 taught vs, not onely with 
wordes, dare with euydente examples, 
that a man perycheth not by death of body, 
but is dꝛawen in ſondre, and that the ſoule 
is ledde foꝛth as it were out of a pꝛiſon moſt 
paynſul, in to bleſſed reſte: and the body als 
ſo ſhall lyue agayne, to be partaker of the 
gloꝛye. He had not herde this principle of 
the ſpirite : Bleſſed be the deade,whiche dye 
in the lorde. He had not herde Paule lamẽ⸗ 
tynge and ſyghynge: Icouet to be diſſolued, 
and be with Chriſt. And, Chriſt to me is lyfe, 
and deathe is lucre . But it is nothinge to be 
merueyled at, if they , whiche beleue, that 
the hole man peryſhetb by death, noꝛ bane 
not this hope, whyche onely the fayth in 
Chꝛiſte woꝛketh in vs, eyther bewayle the 
deathe of other, oꝛ feare and abhoꝛre their 
ownc. This is rather to be merueyled, that 
tit there 
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Rom. 14. 


Pſal. 22, 


PREPARATION 
there be ſo many ſuch as I am, which, wh# 
they haue lerned and do pꝛofeſſe al Chꝛiſtis 
philoſophie, yet ſo feare death, as thoughe 
eyther they do beleue, that nothing of man 
remayneth after the bꝛethe expired, 02 as 
thoughe they myſtruſte the pꝛomyſes of 
Chꝛiſt: oꝛ els as thoughe they vtterly deſ⸗ 
payꝛe of them ſelues. The firſt pꝛopꝛetie of 
theſe thꝛe is, of beaſtly per ſonnes, ſuche as 
Sardanapalus was. The ſeconde is of infi⸗ 
d elles, which haue no truſte in Chꝛiſt, and 
the thirde is of theym that be ignoꝛaunt of 
goddes mercye. Inthis behalfe they ſeme 
lyke to hethen per ſons, that be ignoꝛant of 
god. Foꝛ he is ignoꝛaunt of god, that kno⸗ 
weth not hym to be of infynite mercy. This 
without queſtion, that the commun ſoꝛte of 
men do thus feare at the namynge of death, 
cõmeth partly of the vnſtedfaſtnes of faith, 
partcly of the loue of woꝛldly thinges. He 
knoweth of no tremblyng, which in ful cruſt 
ſayth with the apoſtle: whether we lyue, we 
lyue to the lorde, or whether we dye, we dye 
to tlie lorde. whertore whether we lyue, or 

whether we dye, we be the lordes . But that 

the loꝛde ones hath receyued into his pꝛo- 
tection, can not peryſhe. Out of this foun⸗ 
tayne ſpꝛingeth the voyce of the pꝛophete, 
wytneſſynge his vnfearful mende, If I ſhuld 
walke in tie myddes of the ſhadowe of derh, 
I will 


| Or: DEATHE.” 
1 wyll not feare euyls, bycauſe thou arte with 
bg 
me. Foꝛ the faith full loꝛde neuer fozſaketh 


— them, which yelde them holly to his grace, 
nan dut kepeth them as the moſte tender parte 
a of his eye. Foꝛ he is loꝛde both of lyfe and 


of death, to whome nothinge is deade, but all 
thinges lyue, which cleaue to hym by faith. 
of Of the weakenes of faythe is gendred the 
; loue of temporall commodities. For if with 


- our hole herte we beleued the thinges that 
nd god hath pꝛomyſed vs by his ſonne Jeſus, 


of ell the delectations of this woꝛlde ſhoulde - 
ſone be lyttell regarded, and death whiche | 
of ſetteth vs euer vnto them with a paynefulle 
(but yet a ſhoꝛt ) paſſage, ſhuld be les feared. 
The wyſe man crycth : O death, how bitter . 
of is thy memorye? But what addeth he? To Eccle. 41, | 
th a manne hauynge peace in his ſubſtaunce. He 
b, ſayth not, hauynge rychcs, Fo: many good 
be men haue poſſcſſed rychcſſe: but to him that 
uſt hath his quietnes in them. That that is ſpo 
ken of ryches, the ſame is to be vnderſtond 
ye of honours, pleaſurs, wyfe, childern, kynſ- 
folke, frẽdes, of beautie, youth, good helth, 
bꝛefely of all kynde of commodities, which 


. death plucketh frome both good and cuyll. 

5 The moꝛe ferventely we loue athynge, the 

e moꝛe paynefully we be plucked frome it. 

Id If thou be in loue with anye thynge, thou Hoꝛace 


n. halte leye it downe agaynſte thy wyll, ſayth 
il A iii a cer⸗ 
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PREPARATION 


gcertayne wyſe pagane. Now, he is in loye 
with theſe tempoꝛall thynges, who ſo euer 
reſtcth in them, as in pꝛopꝛe and perpetuali 
goodes, where as theſe are but boꝛowed.⁊? 
tranſytoꝛy, to be layde downe not onely pa⸗ 
ciently, but alſo thankfully, fo oft as he de⸗ 
maundeth them agayne, which gaue them. 
Foꝛ in theſe woꝛldly goodes a manne to ſet 
his reſt, this is to enioye theym, whiche he 
ought to vſe, and that alſo by the waye, and 
as it were in his paſſage : as the apoſtle ads 
uertyſeth the Coꝛinthes, It remayneth bre- 
therne, that they that haue wyues , ſhulde be 
as not hauynge, and they that wepe, as not 
wepynge, and they that ioye, as not ioyenge, 
and they that bye, as not poſſeſſynge, and 
they that vſe this worlde, as thoughe they vs 
ſed it not. For the fathion of this worlde paſ⸗ 
ſeth away e. we be wayfarynge menin this 
woꝛlde, not inhabytantes, we be as ſtraun⸗ 
gers in gnnes (oꝛ to ſpeke it better) in bou-⸗ 
thes oꝛtemtes, we lyue not in our countrey. 
This holle lyfe is nothinge elles but a ren⸗ 
nynge to deathe, and that very ſhoꝛte, but 
death is the gate of euerlaſtynge lyfe. 
¶ Amongeſt the gewes bycauſe contra⸗ 

ctes and purchaſes were expyꝛed and en- 
ded by a certayn daye, by the oꝛder of their 
law es, how moch ſhoztcr the ſpace of tyme 
was, ſo moche was the pꝛice of thinges the 
lygh - 


TO DEATHE. 


lyghter. Than Lowe moche mote ought al 
theſe tranſitoꝛie thinges be of lytel regard, 
that arc in daunger of ſo manye chaunces, 
whiche though no caſualtie plucked away, 
yet death plucketh away all from all men? 
21495. herepnto, that they, whiche renne at 
a game, ſe howe moche ſpace they haue left 
behyndthem, and howe moch remaineth to 
the marke: And in tymes paſt they that lo⸗ 
ked for the gubilie, newe howe longe they 
might entoy that that they had bought. But 
there is no moꝛtall man, whiche certainely 
knoweth, that he (hall lyue vntyll the nexte 
day. we renne, but hauynge deathe in oure 
fete, vea carieng it aboute on all our body. 
we haue rec ciued our life frely of the loꝛd, 
but condicionally, that we ſurrender it at e⸗ 
uery moment, whan he demandcth it. Rowe 
though it chanceth vs to liue vntil extreme 
age, whiche to how fewe it chaunceth, eue-⸗ 
ry man knoweth, O loꝛde god, what is the 
hole lyfe of man, but a very ſhoꝛt rennynge 
place, wherin wyl we wyl we not, we renne 
contynuallyc, ſlepe we, wake we, be we in 
welth oꝛ in wo? The contynuall courſe of 
the woꝛlde carieth vs away lyke a boyſtous 
flode, although we ſeme to our ſelues, oꝛ to 
other, to ſtand ſtyl. Than if pꝛices of world 
ly thynges be eſtemed by the ſhoꝛtenes of 
tyme, bowe mocye moꝛe vyle oughte tho 
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PREPARATION 
thynges to be, whiche haue not fo moch as 
one howꝛe certayne ? Nowe the thynges 
that we lyttelle regarde, we lyttelle foꝛce 
though they be plucked awaye from vs, as 
they whyche be not at home, but in ſtrange 
countreys, if any cõmoditie appercth vnto 
them in the way, oꝛ in theyꝛ ynnes, they caſt 
not their mynd greatly therto, bicauſe they 
muſt leue forthwith the thing that delyteth 
them, and if any incõmodite chaunce them, 
they beare it eaſely, thinkyng thus, Here J 
dine, my ſupp is oꝛdeined in an other place. 
The thinges that be ſene (ſayth Paule) be tẽ⸗ 
porall, and tlio that be not ſene, be eternall. 
And this is a greate parte of the Chꝛiſten 
philoſophie, whiche pꝛepareth vs to dethe, 
that by the contemplation of thinges etcrs 
nall and heuenly, we maye lerne the deſpi⸗ 
ſynge of tempoꝛall and crthly, 

Plato iuged the hole philoſophv, none o⸗ 
ther thynge but a meditation of deathe. He 
callyd a meditation a pꝛeparation, ⁊ as who 
ſhuld ſay, an exercyſe to death, none others 
wyſe thi a yong warriour, that Malin time 


Tommynge fyght with his ennemy, exercy⸗ 


ſeth hym ſelfe at a tylte. whiche is a ryghte 
holſome ſaying, if that whiche is ſpoken of 
the philſopher philoſophically, be taken of 
chꝛiſten men chꝛiſtẽly. For not the contem⸗ 
plation of mathcmaticall foꝛmes, ag row 

rom 


TO DEATHE. 
from the mattiers, no: yet the imagination 
of dee, whiche Plato deuyſed, cauſeth vs 
to dye wel, but if with the eies of feithe, we 


conſider in our mindes the goodes paſſyng 


al mans wyt, whiche god hath pꝛomiſed by 
his ſon Jeſus to them that truſt vnto hym, ⁊ 
the cuils which he hath thꝛetnid to infidels 
2 diſobedient. Thone ſhal fcare vs from ſins 
ning, the other ſhal pꝛouoke vs to do wel. 
grant an ctcrnall veritie in certapn humayn 
lerninges, but ſuche as procureth to no man 
the true felicitie. But here the pꝛomiſer is 
cuerlaſtinge, euerlaſtyng is he, br whom he 
pꝛomiſeth, euerlaſting be the thinges ꝓmy - 
ſed, euerlaſtinge felicitie they bꝛynge to the 
belcucrs,7 cucrlaſting infelicitie to the deſ⸗ 
piſers. This meditation of deth is the me⸗ 
ditation ofthe true life. And it cauſcth not 
only, that the philoſopher pꝛomiſeth, which 
is that the ſoule ſhulde depart from the bo - 
dye with leſſe heuyneſſe, but alſo that with 
cherefulnes of hart, it huld lepe merily, as 
it were out of a darke and painful pꝛiſon, in⸗ 
to bleſſed libertie, 2 into that light ſo jouely, 


which is void of any nyght oꝛ darknes: For Sap. 9. 


the body, whiche is corruptible, accombreth 
che ſoule, and the erthely habitation, depreſs 
ſeth the mynd, reuoluing many thynges. And 
rherfore crieth the ,pphete, Lede out of priſon 
my ſoule, that it may cõfeſſe thy name Lorde. 

The 
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PREPARATION 
The ſumme of mans felicitie is to contems 
plate and pꝛayſe his maker, redemer, 7 go⸗ 
uernour. To this end is man created. This 
felicitie of man is oftentymes diſturbed by 
the weakenes of this body, which we cary 
aboute, ſubiecte to ſo many neceſſities, to ſo 
many euyls, to ſo many peryls. In like wyſe 
alſo ſaynt Paule, accombꝛed with the cars 
nall habytation,pytyfully ſyghynge cricth, 
O g vnhappy man, who ſhall delyuer me fro 
this body of deths For he ſaw them in high 
blyſſe, whichc dwelled inthe houſe of the 
loꝛde, pꝛay ſynge hym wotrlde without ende. 
Of this affection be men of the ryght holy⸗ 
nes, of whome though the bodyes kepe in 
erth, yet their treaſure, harte, and conuers 
ſation is in heuens. But few men haue this 
perfection and ſtrongenes of mynde : It is 
not gyuen to al men to ſay with Paul, Chriſt 
to me is lyfe, and to dye is a lucre. And, I co- 
uet to be diſſolued, and be with Chriſte. we 
beinge our ſelues weake, pꝛepare this con⸗ 
ſolation to them that be weake, vnto whom 
yet thexamples of the perfyte lyuers be, as 
who ſaith, pꝛickes and pꝛouocations, to obs 
teyne the ſtrength of the ſptrite . wherfoꝛe 
this meditation of dethe ts through out all 
the lyfc to be exercyſed, and cuer amonge 
the ſparke of feyth is to be ſtyꝛed vp, that it 

may encrcace and gather ſtrègth, to 2 — 

chase 
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TO DEATH. 
char ytie annexe d, ſhall dꝛawe vnto it hope, 


whiche neuer maketh his maiſter aſhamed. 


But we haue nene of theſe oure ſelfes, but 
they be the gyftes of god, with contynuall 
pꝛayers and vowes to be vowed for:if they 
lacke, and if we haue them, to be augmentid 
that they mah encreace. The ſtronger that 
feyth accompanied with Hope and Lharts 
tie is, the leſſe is the tremblynge. For that 
moſt part of vs thus abhoꝛre from the men 
tion of death, it commeth commonly of the 
vnſtedfaſtnes of fayth . But on the pꝛomi⸗ 
ſcs of god ought man to haue moſte certain 
truſt, Foꝛ he is onely he, whiche of nature 
true, can not deny hym ſelfe. To whom the 
noble pſalmograph ſyngeth, Euerlaſtingely 
lorde thy worde abyderh. In heuen ⁊ worlde 
without ende is thy trouth. which alſo in the 
Euangel pꝛonounceth of hym ſelfe, Heuen 
and erthe ſhall paſſe, but my wordes ſhal not 
paſle. what bath he pzomyſed ? He bathe 
pꝛomyſed vyctoꝛye of deathe, vyctoꝛye of 
fleſhe, of the woꝛlde, and of the dyuell:he 
hath pꝛomyſed remiſſion of ſynnes, he hath 
pꝛomyſed an hundrede tymes as moche in 
this wozlde,7 euerlaſtyng lyfe in the next. 
But in what wyſe hathe he pꝛomyſed? By 
our owne ryghtwyſcnes 2 No truelp, but by 
grace of faythe,whiche is vpon Chꝛiſt Je- 
fas. And to the entent we ſhulde be the ſus 
; rer 
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Coloſſ. 2. rer, he bath annulled 2 cancelled that fyꝛſt 


handwꝛityng, whiche Adam vnhappiiy had 
deſcribed vnto vs, naylynge it to the croſſe: 
and hath giuen vs his handwꝛiting of grace 
whiche he hath ſcaled with his owne blog, 
and hath confirmed it with innumerable tes 
ſtimomes of pꝛophetes, apoſtcls,marty:s, 
and virgins, whiche with their blode alloo 
haue ſubſcribed, And the vnyuerſal church 
of Chꝛiſten men, and holy fathers alſo haue 
ſubſcribed. He hath moꝛe oucr added the 
crneſtc penye of the ſpirite, that our truſie 
ſhuldc wauer in no part. And the goodneſſe 
of god not cotented with theſe, hath vous 
cheſafed to ſhewe vnto all men an euidente 
and notable example in his oncly begotten 
ſonne. Foꝛ that he hath ouercome, vndou⸗ 
tedly he ouercame for his membꝛes ſakes, 
on whome he holly beſtoweth hym ſelfe. 

Foꝛ what were we ſely woꝛmes of our ſel⸗ 
ucs? Chiꝛiſte is our guſtyce, Chꝛiſte is our 
pyctounc, Chuſte is our hope and ſurenes, 


Chhꝛiſte is our tryumphe and crownc. He 


was boꝛne a chylde, but (which Eſai omit-⸗ 
ted not) to vs he was boꝛne, to vs he was 
gyvuen. In lykewyſe for vs he taughte,fos 
vs he healyd diſeaſes, caſte foꝛth dyuelles, 
foꝛ vs he hungred and thyꝛſted, for vs he 


- was blaſphemed, foꝛ vs the time of deth ap⸗ 


pꝛoching, he was ſtriken with heuynes and 
| | wo 


10 DEAT HE. 


werynes of lyfe, foꝛ vs he ſwette blond, for 
vs he was bound and beate, foꝛ vs he dyed 
and reuiued, fynally foꝛ vs be ſytteth on the 
ryght bande ofthe father. whyles he toke 
vpon hym all euyls due vnto vs, he delyue⸗ 
red them vnto vs, that we ſhulde ouercome 
theym. Nowe that he bathe bꝛoken theyꝛ 
ſtrengthes, ⁊ hath added the ſtrongenes of 
ſpirite, acc oꝛding to the meaſure of our afs 


flictions. He hath ſhewed vs the way howe 


to ouercome, he hath added a deſire of figh 
ting, to the fyghters he miniſtreth help. So 
he ouercometh in vs, if ſo be that we tary in 
hym. we tarie by faithc and charitie. If ye 
aſke where this chyzograph oꝛ handwꝛy⸗ 
tynge that aſſureth vs, rc maineth: I anſwer 
in the canonicall ſcriptures, in whiche we 
rede the woꝛdis of god, not of me. To theſe 
no leſſe credence is to be youen, than if god 
had ſpoken theym vnto the, with his owne 
mouth, yea 8 dare boldli ſay ſomwhat moꝛe 
largely. Foꝛ it god had ſpoken vnto the by 
ſome created Ilpkenes, perchaunce, accoꝛ⸗ 
dinge to therample of certayne good mea, 
thou woldeſt haue doubted, whether there 
were any diſceite in the thynge. But al this 
doubte the perpctuall conſent of the ca o 
lrke chnrche,bath cleane take away frons 
vs. Than in this handwuting to ſtudye el 
our lyfe, is the beſt pꝛeparation to deth... 
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As thapoſtle ſayth, tliat by pacience and cd- 
ſo lation of ſcriptures we maye liaue hope, Ae 
gayne, if a man demaundeth, how and whan 
E£huſte ouercame theſe, I anſwere, he o⸗ 
uercame the fleſſhe, and ſewed vs the mas 


ner of ouercomynge, where as he fearpnge 


and abhoꝛrynge deathe, accoꝛdynge tothe 
nature, which he toke vppon hym, ſayth to 
the father, But yet not as I wyll, but as thau 
wylte. And in an nother place he wytneſſeth 
of hym ſelfe, ſaycnge, I came not to do my 
wyll, but his that ſent me. Rothynge is ſoo 
horrible to mans nature, that by the helpe 
of Chꝛiſte is not oucrcome,if we commytte 
and ſubmytte vs hole to goddis wyl: and in 
our moſte greuous ſtoꝛmes of tribulations 
haue all tymes in mynde the ſapenge of the 
good father and kyng Dauyqd, It is the lord, 
let him do that ſemeth beſt in his eyes. Theſe 
woꝛdes be not magicall, but they be ſtron- 
ger than all enchantementes, whiche who 


ſo euer pꝛonounceth with his hart, and cõa 


tinueth with this truſt, he can not deſpayꝛe, 
thoughe the hole route of cuyls with al the 
diuels in hel ſhuld inuade him. Almyghty is 
He, gat fyghteth foꝛ vs, and which ſpeketh 
* e Pſalme, with hym Iam in tribulation, 
' 2 y!l plucke hym oute, and I wyll gloryfye 
u. whan thou hereſt, with hym, doo not 
e ſe thyn owne ſtrength, but haue an eye 

to the 
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TO  DERATHE. 


to the bower of the hclper , whan thou hes 


reſt, 1 wyll plucke hym out, be not deſperate 
of mynde, thoughe thou be ſomwhat longe 
in tribulations. He wyll do withoute doute, 
that he pꝛomyſed: and he knoweth whan it 
is expedient that thou ſhouldeſt be lyghted 
of thy euyls. whan thou hcreſt, I wyll glo⸗ 
rify liym, be thou aſſured, that as thou were 
felowe with Lhuſte of the Croſſe, ſo thou 
ſhalt be felowe with hym alſo of gloꝛy. But 
remẽbꝛe what went before, He cryed to me. 
gt is thy part to crye ⁊ to crye to the loꝛde, 
not tothe ſuccours of this woꝛlde, not to 


thy ſtrengthes and good dedes, but to the 


loꝛde, which oncly maye delyuer the frome 
theſe cuyls. Nothinge is frayler than man, 
and yet no man can expꝛeſſe, with how ma⸗ 


ny and how outragious cuyls and fearefull 


myſchefes he is beſieged. Foꝛ to omyt thils 
ders, erthquakes, ſee rages, grounde opes 
nynges, warres, robberies, wytchecraftes, 
who can recken vp all fourmes of diſeſes? 


And amongeſt theſe how many be there, ſo 


hoꝛrible, and ſo paynefulle, that a man ſhall 
quake foꝛ feare, to here them but named:of 
the which ſoꝛt be the fallynge ſyckenes, the 
palſey, the flayinge of the bladder, the fris 
ſye. I wyll not ſpeake of the often inuaſiõs 
of Peſtilences, which dayly ſpꝛinge not on⸗ 


g ne we and newe, but alſo worſe and worſe 
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againſt all the remedyes of the Phiſitiens: 
fo that it is moſt truly ſpoken of the Poct. 
« Mille modis leti miſeros mors vna fatigats 

Onely death with his cruell dart, 

By thouſand mcancs make man to ſmart, 
how is it poſſible, that we ſo weake both 
of bodies ⁊ of myndes, can be able to match 
7 be good ynoughe for ſo many outragious 
ſtoꝛmes ?! vtterly we were vndone, though 
the burden of ſynne were away, yfthe hand 
of the loꝛde helped not oure imbecillytye. 
Nowe remayneth an other myſchefe, that 
is to wytte the woꝛlde, whiche bꝛingeth to 
good and godly per ſones, no ſmall batayle. 
J call the woꝛlde, the olde man, with his a⸗ 
ctes and concupiſcences. Howe be it vnder 
the name of woꝛlde, ve maye, not vnconues 
nientely vnderſtonde menne gyuen to this 
worlde , which neuer haue ccaſſcd, noꝛ nes 
ner ſhal ceaſſe, with their vttermoſt power, 
to warre againſt Chꝛiſt and his diſciples. 
But vnto this batayl Lhuſt armeth vs, ſay⸗ 
eng, Be bolde,I haue vanquyſhcd the world. 
But howe farre ſtrange he was frome the 
concupiſcence of woꝛldly thynges, he des 
clarcth, whan he ſaxth, The ſonne of manne 
hath not where to reſte his heed. Foz therin 
euer ye manne reſteth his heed, wherin his 
mynde is in quyete, and as it were ſlepeth. 
And how violent and croked this m—_ is, 
they 


ens: 
Oct. 
1 gat. 


nart. 
both 
atch 
10U8 
pugh 
hand 
tye. 

that 
th to 
ayle. 
is 89 
nder 
nue ⸗ 
this 
ꝛ ne⸗ 
wer, 
. 

ſays 
orld. 
e the 
e des 
anne 
Yerin 
n his 


eto. 


d io, 


they 


TO DEATHE., 
cher knowe , whiche erneſtely go about to 
Iyuc yertuouſly in Lbuſt Jeſu. He toke ya 
pon him our concupiſcẽce, but none others 
wyſe thanne he toke ſynne, ſuffrynge for vs 
punyſhement, whiche was duc foꝛ our affe⸗ 
ctions and actes. But all engyns and oꝛdy 
naunces that this woꝛlde had, it thꝛewe vp - 
pon our loꝛde, as ſhame, ſclander „awaptes, 
myght, tourmentes, deathes. what dydde 
not this wotlde, to the entente it myght vts 
terly quenche the name of Lhiiſte 2Andlo 
bc lyueth and flouryſſheth bothe in beauen 
and in erth . Our loꝛde hath ouercome, not 
that we ſhulde nowe ſlepe, but that we ſhuld 
not de ſpayꝛe. He bathe delyuered vnto vs 
our enempe, not vtterly dead, bur broken 7 
vanquyſhable, to thentent that we by oure 
fyghtynge maye haue acrowne of gloꝛpe | 
prepared foꝛ vs. f thou aſkeſt, howe this | 
worꝛlde maye be vanquyſſhed, gohñ the in⸗ 
warde diſciple of Chꝛiſte teacheth. This is, 
quod he, the victorie which ouercometh tlie 
worlde, your Fayth. Fyght than faythfully. 
caſtyng all thy truſt in the loꝛde: noꝛ doubt 
not, but thꝛoughe his fauour and ayde thou 
ſhalt be a conquerour. 
C How reſteth ſynne , wherein vnhappily 
we were borne, and after baptyme moꝛe vn⸗ 
bappely fallen into agayn,an heuy burdein, 


loan, 7. 


and ſache a burdeyne as cauſeth alſoo the 


B it ſoule 


i 
' 
j 


Cap. 53. 


2. Cor. 5. 


Eſai. $3, 


PF REEALATIEON 


ſoule to ſynke downe to the bottome of hel. 
This burdeyne whiche was to vs impoꝛta⸗ 
ble, our loꝛde voucheſafed to take vpõ him, 
as E ſay pꝛophecied, The correction of our 
e vppon hym, and by his wounde we be 
ealed. Alſo Thapoſtle, God made hym, 
which dyd no ſynne, to be a ſynne forvs, that 
we might be made the iuſtice of god through 
hym. Synne is thonely thynge that gen⸗ 
dreth hatredes betwixt god and man, as E⸗ 
ſay teſtifieth. But the mercyful father, whã 
no ſacrifyce coulde be founde ſufficient and 
ſtronge ynoughe to waſſhe of the ſynnes of 
mankynde, ſent his ſonne, a lambe without 
blemyſhe oꝛ ſpot, with this moſt pure obla⸗ 
tion of ſacrifpce, reconcylynge the worde 
vnto him. A man wyl here ſay: f by Chꝛiſt 
ſynne is taken awaye. how is it than, that al 
the lyfe of manne is thus replenyſſhed with 
ſynne? Foꝛ nowe g ſpeke of good mento. 
Me toke not clerely away ſyn, but hc brake 
the ſtrengthes of it. not that there ſhuld be 
no ſynne in vs, but that it hulde not repgne 
in vs, as it reygneth in them, whiche haue 
not fyrcd the ancoꝛe of their hope, tn the 
loꝛde Jeſu, but ſerue and folowe their ſen- 
ſuall appetites, And ther foꝛe Paule aduer⸗ 
tyſeth ve to beware, that ſpnne reygne not 
in our moꝛtall body. There is left vnto vs a 
mattier, wherin to fyghtc, but n 
an 
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TO DEATH E. 


72 weapons be miniſtred vnto vs, with whys 
che we beynge defenſed maye ouercome. 
So we be made the iuſtice of God, not by 
our owne workes, but thꝛough the grace of 
god. By whom? By hym, whom he made 8 
ſynne foꝛ vs, and of ſynne codemned ſynne. 
¶ Vet remayneth Satanas, the parct both 
of ſynne and of deth, ⁊ pꝛince of theſe darko 
neſſes, whoſe power and malicious craftes 
ncucr ceaſſynge, the children of lyght fere, 
crycnae with a tremblynge herte to the fas 
ther, Ne nos inducas & c. Leade vs not into 
temptation, but delyuer vs frome that euyll 
wy ght. This is that temptour and — 
of bꝛethern, which after the ſapeng of ſaynt 
Þeccr, renneth about as a rorynge lyon, ſez 
kynge whom he may deuour. But the loꝛde 
bathe not oncly oucrcome , but alſoo bathe 
taught vs to ouercome the aſſaultes of this 
cuyll alſo. He oftetymes aſſayled our loꝛde, 
fo: that may be gathcrid of Lukes wordts, 
which ſayth, And he departed from hym for 
a tyme, but He departed alwayes vanquyſ- 
ſhed. How vanquyſihed : with the bucklar 
of ſcriptures repelled, with the ſwerde of 
goddes woꝛde ſtryken thꝛoughe.wherfoꝛe 
ſo ofte as he makcth ſuggeſtion, and attẽp⸗ 
teth vs to the thynge, which is merely con⸗ 
trary and repugnant to the wyll diuine, ex- 
pꝛeſſed in the ſacre and holy volumes: caſt 
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PREPARATION 
a foyne at hym with the ſwerde of goddes 
woꝛde, and accoꝛdynge to the enſample of 
kynge Dauyd, with fyuc moſt clere and ra- 
dyant ſtones, gathered out of the ryuer of 
ſcriptures, fel p knaue down to the groũde. 
But befoꝛe we ioyne handes with this gy⸗ 
gunt Solpath, let vs firſt caſte frome vs the 
armours of Saul, which is the cotc armour 
of pꝛide, that is the truſte of woꝛldly wyſe⸗ 
dome, the confydence of our ſtrength and 
mcrytes, whiche lade vs rather than arme 
vs, let the ſtaffe of faith be ſufficient foꝛ vs, 
whiche comfoꝛteth 7 ſteyeth vs in this our 
peregrination, and the fyue woꝛdes, which 
Paule ſpeaketh in the churche. gf he be to 
buſy, and call vpon the to impoꝛtunely, byd 
bym auaunt Satanas, and ſtande abacke. It 
is moꝛe right to obey god, callynge to euer- 
laſtynge felycitie, rather than the, entyſing 
to eternall deſtruction . Here dothe faythe 
playe the chiefe and pꝛincipall parte. And 
therfoꝛe ſaith Peter, whom reſyſt ye ſtrong 
in fayth . Gyue credence to ſcriptures, and 
repoſe thy holle truſt in Chꝛiſt, and victory 
is at hande. But there is a kynde of dyuels, 

which is not caſt forthe, but by prayer 7 fa- 

ſryng ſayth Chꝛiſt. Lo here thou haſt other 
two weapons. Jt is pꝛobable, and a thynge 
lykely, that Satanas, where as he fo ofte 
had aſſauted our loꝛd in vapne, in the croſſe 
ſſayed 
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TO DEATHRHE. 

aſſayed and moued al his craftis, ſubtilties, 
and engens, whan he ſawe hym appꝛoching 
to his deth . Foz this is the laſt conflict and 
batayle, by the pꝛofe and chaunce wherof, 
eyther eternall triumphe is hoped and lo- 
ked foꝛ, oꝛ a perpetuall ſhame is awayted , 
Foꝛ he ſayth. The prince of this world came 
vnto me, and in me he founde nothinge. Nox 
it is no doubt, but that which he entrepꝛiſed 
vpon the loꝛde, he dare entrepꝛiſe alſo vpon 
the membꝛes of the loꝛde. But in lykewyſe 


aoshe was vanquyſhed of hym, ſo thꝛoughe 


hym he ſhall be vanquyſhed in vs. Foꝛ whã 
he aſſayleth them, in whom Chꝛiſt by fayth 
end charitie doth inhabite and dwel, he mas 
keth batayle with Chꝛiſt hym ſelf, in whom 
ſo longe as we perfcuer and abyde, he ſhall 
take a fowler fall, and be moꝛe ſamefullye 
vanquyſſhed of vs, than he was ouercome 
of our loꝛde hym ſelfe. All thynges can I do, 
quod the Apoſtle, in hym, which enſtrengli⸗ 
reth me. Satanas , with whom our conflict 
is, is called the prince of thts woꝛlde, not 
that he hath any auctoꝛite oꝛ iuriſdiction o⸗ 
uer any parte of the creature, but bycauſe 
in a maner he raigneth in thoſe, which be lo 
uers of this woꝛlde. But he whiche pꝛote⸗ 
cteth and defendeth vs, is loꝛde of heuen 2 
of erth, which with his onely becke can do 
moꝛe than all the ſwarmes and rabyll ot dys 
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nels, with all their inſtrumentis 7 lymmes. 
Onely he coulde entre the howſe of that 
ſtronge one, and bynde hym hand and fote, 
and bereue hym of his veſſels. 
¶ what temtations do yet remayne? Deth 
death J ſaye, at whoſe mention all thynges 
waxe heuy. This neyther with foꝛce can be 
ſnyfted of, neyther with fleynge eſchued, 
neyther with craft and ſubtyl meanes daly⸗ 
ed awaye. The firſte affection of nature is, 
that euery thinge ſhuld defende it ſelf. But 
death againſt this affection of nature, thꝛet⸗ 
neth deſtructiõ, which ſo moch is the mo2e 
deteſtable and to be abhoꝛred, that it diuy- 
deth. ii. which be moſt comoyncd and knyt 
togyther. Foꝛ there is no ſtrapter copula⸗ 
tion oꝛ knot, than is of the body and ſoule. 
This hoꝛrour and fere alſo, our loꝛd of his 
moſte tender mercyc, hath mitigate and aſ- 
ſwaged vnto vs. Firſt in that he for our ſa- 
kes, dyſdayned not thc hozrour and trem- 
blynge of death: and death it ſelfe, vea and 
that ſclanderous and ſhameful, and alſo bit⸗ 
ter, to take vppon hym. Hoꝛ he wolde not, 
that any of his ſayntes, 7 of the holy men, 
were they neuer ſo excellynge in rertuous 
lyuynge ſhulde be free, and be enfraunchy- 
ſed againſt deathe, not Abꝛaham the fayths 
full, not Moyſes famylparly beloued, not 
Dauyd a manne acco:dynge to his harte, 
. not 
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not any of the pꝛophetes, not John Bap⸗ 
tiſt, of whom remaineth ſo noble a teſtimo- 
nie of our loꝛd hym ſelfe, not his mother ſin 
gularly beloued, not ſo moch as that one of 
his diſciples, whom befoꝛe all the reſte, he 
loucd entierly. Euen from the fyꝛſt man, vn⸗ 
tyll the conſũmation and ende of the world, 
it was oꝛdeined and by fatall deſtenye pꝛefi⸗ 
xed, euery man ones to dye. And therfoꝛe 
the grekes call dethe in theyꝛ langage mo⸗ 
ros, whiche cometh of the verbe miro, that 
is to ſap, to allotte, bycauſe it is allotted, di⸗ 
ſtributcd, and appoynted to all men alyke 
and indifferently, to kinges, biſhops, dukces, 
erles, barons, knyghtes,cſquicrs, gentylle 
men, vomen, and beggars.ohat impacience 
is it than, a man not to fynde in his harte to 
ſuffre that euylle, whiche is common to ſu⸗ 
che, ſo greatte, and ſoo many © Doſte thou 
flee, with all the holye men to ſubmytte thy 
ſelfe, and ſurrender that thynge , whyche 
wyllthou oꝛ wyll thou not, muſt be rendred 
and repaycd to nature? He that of nature 
was 1immortall,for the became moꝛtall. And 
doſt thou, which art boꝛne to dye, and haſte 
deſerued deth ſo oft, require beſydes all o⸗ 
ther men to be had immoꝛtal?ꝰ wherfoꝛe re⸗ 
count thou here with thy ſelfe, howe many, 
and what felawes of this ſoꝛt and conditi- 
on thou haſt: and ſo doinge thou ſhalt beare 
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moꝛe cuenly and with a moꝛe quyete mynd, 
thin allotte and ſtate. Other wiſe if thou do, 


vndoutedly thou ſhalt ſeme no leſſe pꝛoude 


and pꝛe ſumptuous, in diſdainyng that thou 
Maltc dye, than if a man wold dyſdayn, that 
he is boꝛne, oꝛ that he is created a man, and 
not an aungelle. This is the fyꝛſt aſſwages 
ment of dethe, whiche in my conceite, is not 
ſmalle. And it ſhall be made ſtronger, yf we 
iuſtely accompte with our ſelues, what mas 
ner thynges tho be, whyche we haue lefte 
here behynde vs. Fo: many feare deth, on- 
ly hauing regard to the commodities, whis 
che they leaue here behynde . Than come 
in mynde, the ſwete ſight of the ſonne, the 
moſte goodly oꝛdynance of the fyꝛmament. 
the pleaſant hewe of the ſpꝛingynge world, 
playes, feaſtes, wyfe, chyldren, houſe, gar⸗ 
deynes. But thou muſt open the other eie, 
wherwith thou mayſt beholde, how moche 
more of euils and incõmodities thou leaueſt 
behynd, than of pleſures and commodities: 
and in very thoſe, whiche appere good and 
cõmodious, howe moche calamitie and bit - 
ternes is migled therwith. Reuolue in mind 
all the degrees of lyfe, confider howe foule 
the conceyuing is, howe perillous the begs 
ryng, howe myſerable the delyueryng and 
byꝛthe, in how many dangers of hurtes the 


infancie is, in howe great icopardte of ins 
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TO DEATHE. 


lurie and wꝛonge is chyldhode,howe ſpot⸗ 
ted with vicious lyuyng is youth, with how 
many cares diſtracte is the mannes age, in 
what myſerie and wꝛetchidnes is olde age, 
and this thinge ſeriouſly reuolued in memo 
rie, J ſtande in doubt, whether a man canne 
fynde any one perſon fo happily boꝛne, that 
if god wolde gr aunt vnto hym to begynne 
and come vp agayne, by the ſame ſteppes, 
euen from his conception, thꝛough oute all 
the hole proces 7 cours of his foꝛmer lyfe 
vntyll age, to enioye lyke pleaſures, and to 
ſuffr e like diſpleaſures, wold take this pꝛo⸗ 


ferre, annexed to ſuche condition. what no⸗ 


table blyndnes is it than, ſo greattely to be 
troubled, whan that thynge is to be ſurrens 
dr ed, which if it were lauful for vs to begin 
a new, we wold refuſe? g omit now the euils 
in which this life is ſo wꝛapped, that certain 
hethẽ men iuged nothing to be veuẽ to man 
of the goddis, to ſpeake after their maner, 
moꝛe liberally z bountifully, than that they 
baue addid vnto him a power 7 liberte to be 


reue him ſelf of his life, ſo oft as ſhalbe ſene 


vnto him: And that noble pocte douted not 


to pꝛonoũce, no liuing thing more wietched 


than man. Than if thautoꝛitie of the hetben 
pꝛophet be light, Eccleſiaſtes that godly + 
holy perſon feared nat to wꝛite, that Better 


is che day of deathe, than of the byrthe. 


Thus 
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Thus moche haue we ſpoken of euylles, 
nowe of goodes and plcſures, recount with 
thy ſelfe, howe many cares and thoughtes, 
ryches do bꝛynge, from whiche nowe thou 
canſt nat be plucked away:how moch moꝛe 
gall than hony the wyfe bꝛingeth, foꝛ whoſe 
loue thou feareſt nowe deathe: howe moch 
buſynes and care of mynd bꝛedeth the bryn 
gyng vp of thy chyldren? how moch grefe 
and diſwoꝛſhip do their maners cauſe? Adde 
to all theſe, the mynde of man alwayes de⸗ 
caying 7 dꝛawyng downeward to woꝛs and 
woꝛs. Fo: though not in al, yet ſurely in the 
moſte part of men, the ſapeng of Auſtyn is 
true. Qui maior eſt etate, maior eſt iniquitate, 
He that is greatter in aege, is greatter in 
wyckedneſſe. 

Fynally ſette on thy right hande the plea⸗ 
ſures and commodities of this lyfe: and on 
thy lefte bande the inc ommodities, and cõ- 
ſyder the ſhoꝛteneſſe of the hole tyme that 
we lyue here. Gnfancy is not felt, chyldbod 
ſlyppeth away er we be ware, youth is takẽ 
vp with ſondry cares, age crepeth vpon vs 
er we perceyue it. what is the hole ſumme 
of this lyfe, but a minute to that eternitie, 
wherto we be aſſumpte, if we lyue wel: and 
plucked down, if other wyſe:? Of theſe thin 
ges an erneſt contemplation is no light re⸗ 
med ayenſt the hoꝛrour of deathe, 5 
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An other is (whiche is ſtronger alſo tha 
this) that the loꝛde dieng for ihe, hath cau-⸗ 
ſed, that dethe, whiche heretofoꝛe was the 
paſſage to hell, is nowe the yate to heuen: 
and whiche in tymes paſte,was the begyn⸗ 
nynge of euerlaſtyng puniſhmentes, is now 
the entrynge to euerlaſtinge toyes : ſo that 
now to them that truſt in Chꝛiſt, deth is not 
oncly no damage, but alſo a great auayl and 
lucre. And to the ende that no parte of man 
ſhulde be myſſed, he hym ſelfe arryſyng as 
gayn with holy men a great multitude, hath 
made vs to haue a moſte aſſured hope, that 


the tyme (hall come, whan our bodyes ſhall 


reuyue in the laſte day, and than gloꝛiſped, 
ſhal take again euery one his geſt the ſoule 
to be from thensſoꝛth a ſolas, and no lengar 
a burdeyne. But of deth foꝛthwith we ſhal 
haue a place to ſpeake moꝛe at large. 

Nowe to accomplyſhe the matter that we 
be in hand with, one cuylis yet left to ſpeke 
of, moꝛe terrible and moꝛe horrible than all 
theſe gathered togither into ene heape, J 
meane helle, from whens (they ſap) no man 
can returne, whiche ſwalowcth vp all togi⸗ 
ther, noꝛ neuer yeldeth ageyne, that it hath 
ones deuoured. This is the puddell z dun- 
geon of deſperation, and( as the Apocalips 
ſpeaketh the ſeconde deth. Let euery man 
thrnkc with hym ſelfe, what maner of lyfe 

that 


Pſal. 21. 
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that is, where is of all euyls the greatteſt, 
that is to ſap immoꝛtalitie, where a greatte 
parte of punyſhement, is the felawſhyp of 
diuels and wicked men, where is fyer neuer 
to be quenched, to which ours, if it be coms 


paryd, is very ice. Adde, that fyer is there 


the leſte poꝛtion of ſozowes, whiche ſoꝛo⸗ 
wes neuertheles be ſo greate, that of mans 
wyt they can not be compaſſed, no moꝛe thã 
can the toy ⁊ felicitie of them that be good. 
In cuils be they neuer ſo greuous, neuer ſo 
longe, yet ſome comfoꝛte and aſſwagemente 
biyngeth hope, as it were a certayne lyttell 
ſtarre ſnyning afarre of, in moſte thicke and 
pꝛofounde darkenes, but hell with extreme 
euyls hath extreme deſperation annexed 
thereto. wherfoꝛe the hoꝛrour of this paſ- 
ſeth all hoꝛrour: which yet our moſt merci⸗ 
full redemer, to thentent he might mitigate 
and make leſſe paynful vnto vs, vouchſafed 
to take it vppon him ſelfe. That in the gar⸗ 
deyn he was ſo diſmayed, and ſo taken with 
extreme peynfulnes of harte, that he ſwette 
blod, was the infirmitie of our nature. And 
that he, nayled to the Croſſe, cryethe, My 


god, my god, why haſte thou forſaken me? 


arre from my helthe, be the wordes of my 
ſynnes, ſemeth to fele in his minde the hoꝛ⸗ 
rour and feare of tourment and peyne per⸗ 
petuall. foꝛ what remayneth to them _—_ 
* 
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be deſtitute and foꝛſakẽ of god, but extreme 
deſperation? Noꝛ it ought not to ſeme won⸗ 
der full, that he toke vpon him this moſt hee 
uy affection, whiche alſo toke vpon him the 


ſynnes of ali menne: fc that either of theſe 
two cuyls inuyncyble to our ſtrengthes, by 


his mercy he made vincible. Ao: theſe thin 
ges doo not mynyſhe the dygnytie of oure 
rede mer, but declare his vnſpeakable chas 
rytie towardes ankyndce. Under the fy - 
gure of hym ſpeaketh Dauyd in the Pſal⸗ 
mes, The ſorowes of deathe haue compaſs 
ſed me aboute, and the flouddes of wycked⸗ 
neſſes haue rroubled my mynde, and the ſna⸗ 
res of deathe haue preuented me. we deſera 
ued hel, he an innocent toke the feare vpon 
h ym foꝛ vs, to thentent that if like affection 
ſhulde inuade our myndes, eyther by reſon 
of the pꝛeuitie in our owne conſcyence of 
our wyckednes and manifolde ſynnes, oꝛ by 
reaſon of the weakenes of our nature, we 
ſhnld not caſt away our ſelues noꝛ to be fals 
barted : but fixyng our eies on Chꝛiſt, may, 
yea in deſpairing haue good hope. Though 
the fleſſhc deſpapꝛe, thoughe reaſone deſ- 


crye to the loꝛde, Lyke as Jonas, whatte 
tyme he was vtterlye in deſpayꝛe, cryed 
oute of the whaales bealye , and was 
erde. foz that alſoo ſhewethe the pſalme, 
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where as it foloweth by and by, In my tri- 


tione mea bulation I called on tlie lorde, and to my god 


inuocaui 
& c. 


Etiãſi oc- 
cidit me, 
ſperabo l 


cum. 


I cryed,and he herde me out of his holy tem⸗ 


ple. The temple of god is the churche oꝛ 


cõgregation of good me,this is the tower 


of faythe, Sfon the citie of our ſtrengthe. 


Hyther he that wil cric cucn fromthe depe 


pytte of bcl(rbc ſparke of fayth yet quick) 


he is herdc, Therfoꝛe whan al the powers 
of man be dꝛowned downe vnto hell, pct let 
fayth crie with moſt blyſſcd Job, Although 
he kylleth me, Iwyl truſt in hy m. Foꝛ this is 
with the faythmapſter Abꝛaham, agaynſte 
hope to truſte in hope. Theſe than ſo great 
euyls, the goodnes of our loꝛde, hathe not 
onely mitigated and bꝛoſed, ſo that thoughe 
they vexe and feare vs, yet quench vs they 
can not: but alſo the extreme damages, he 
bath turned into cxcedyrg and great lucre. 
Foꝛ what doth ſynne hurt them, the whiche 
do clcaue vnto Chꝛiſt? what? but where that 
ſynne abounded, now aboundeth alſo grace, 
and that he loueth moꝛe, to whom moꝛe is 


foꝛgiuen. what auaileth Satanas vnceſſing- 


ly vexing the mẽbꝛes of Chꝛiſt geſu? what? 


but that he dothe increace they: rewardes, 


and maketh their c rownes moꝛe gloꝛious? 
Yea mo ꝛe ouer, the very cuyls, whiche ac⸗ 
coꝛdyng to the ſtate of our moꝛtalite be cõ⸗ 
mune as well to the good as to the . 
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the goodnes of our loꝛd hath turned them, 
eyther into our lucre, oꝛ into our medycine 
(ho we be 1t this is alſoo a lucre) he turneth 
them into our lucre and auantage, whan we 
beyng clcre from ſynne, beare them pacient 
Ire, gruynge thankes to the loꝛde fo: all. 
And into our medicine he turneth them, yf 
any thinge remayneth in vs to be pourged, 
cyther by cuttynge, oꝛ vſture , 02 by bytter 
potions. Of the whiche ſoꝛte be, ſyckenes, 
pouertie, age, lacke of father, lacke of chil 
dren, and other innumerable, with whiche 
the hole lyfe of man is rounde about beſet. 
Theſe, if theꝝ dꝛaw vs to murmur, grudge, 
deſperation, oꝛ blaſphemye, be the inſtru⸗ 
mentes of Satanas, and for remedyes be 
made poyſons. But pf foꝛ this onely thinge 
they be ſuffered, bycauſe they can not be eſ⸗ 
chewed, for whiche conſyderation, manye 
that knewe not Lhuſt, conſtantely ſuffered 
toꝛmentes and death: they be the afflictions 
of nature. But yf we take theym as it were 
of the hande of a louynge father, obedient- 
ly and with geuynge thankes, recomptyng 
with our ſelues, gowe moche moze ſharper 
punyſhmentes we haue deſerued, and how 
fell and cruell peynes Lhuſt beynge an in⸗ 
nocent, ſuffred foꝛ vs ſynners, now they be 
none afflictions, but holſome rcmedyes, 02 
incresſementes of heuenlye rewardes. On 


the 


Heb, 12, 
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the tone behalfe, thankes are to be poucn to 
the moſte tender and gentyli father, which 
chaſtiſeth cuery childe, that he recexucth 
in fauour, other wyles with ſhoꝛte and ſofte 
remedies healyng our ſoꝛes, that he myght 
ſparc vs inthe woꝛlde to ceme. Sn the to- 
ther behalfe, the bountyfulnes of oute caps 
tayne is to be magnified and pꝛayſed, which 
miniſtreth vnto his ſowldyours a matter of 
vertue 02 manhode, to the intent he myght 
crowne them more royally. On eyther ſyde 
is great lucre, oneles perchaunce it ſemeth 
a ſmall lucre, whan a man is ſycke of a capi 
tall and moꝛtall ſyckeneſſe, dꝛynketh bytter 
potions, and with a lyght and ſheꝛte payne 
dothe bothe eſcape the peryll of death, and 
enioyeth a perpctuall ſwctencs of helth: oz 
whan the ſowldiour for the confiycte of one 
lytcll howꝛe, attayncth great ryches fot all 
his lyfe, and byghe honours. And by this 
meanes alſo, our loꝛde moſt mercyfull, dꝛa⸗ 
weth all thinges vnto hym, yf oncly we lyft 
vp our eyes to that ſygne, whiche is ſet vp 
on heyght. He attractcth and dꝛaweth vnto 
hym all our euyls, and tourneth theym into 
our pꝛofyt and his gloꝛy, of whiche he ma- 
keth vs partakers, that be graſte in him by 
fayth. g pꝛaye you, what wynne ther, whi⸗ 
che in their aduerſitie tournyng their eyes 
from Chꝛiſt, grudge and murmur agaynſte 
god: 
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god? Surcly that grefe, which of neceſſitie 
is to be borne, they double, nave ten tymes 
fold ſo moch they make it vnto them ſelfes, 
and the medicine by cuyll takynge tyerof, 
they tournc into pelttferous 7 moꝛtall poy= 
fon fo: them ſciſes, This vndoutedly is the 
hyghe and effectuall philoſophye, and the 
meditation of deathe, in whiche yf a manne 
whan he is hole and ſounde, be dylygentlye 
exercyſed, death ſhall not oppꝛeſſe hm vn⸗ 
pꝛepared. 

Of theſe that haue bene ſpoken, mape be 
gathered, tn. ſundry ſoꝛtis of deathe, a ſpi- Ut. kynd 
rituall, anaturall, a tranſfoꝛmatoꝛie, and an des of 
eternall. The death naturall, is a ſeuerance deatpe. 
of the ſowle, from the body. The ſpiritual, 
is a ſeueraunce of god, frome the mynde. 

Foꝛ lyke as the ſowle is lyfe to the bod, ſo 
is god lyfe to the ſowle. This deathe ſpiri⸗ 
tuall hath engendred the naturall death (as 
moche as tothe neceſſitie atteyned ) as is | 
the religious opinion of the olde diuines. ® 
Of both theſe two deathes is gendred the ; 
deathe eternall, oꝛ yf fe wyll ſo call it, the I 
deathe of helle, whan the deathe ſpirituall, ö 
and the deathe naturall come togither, Fo2 
after the deathe of the bodye, there is no 
place of repentaunce. [ 
There remayneth a death, by whiche we The deth 

be tranſfoꝛmed frome the ymage and forme tranſfoꝛ⸗ 
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of the old Alam, into the ymage of the new 
Adam, which is Chꝛiſt our loꝛde. This is 
a ſcparation of the fieſhe frome the ſpirite. 
Hoꝛ here is no ſmall wꝛaſtlynge, noꝛ ſo mo⸗ 
che as any hope of victory , if the ſpirite of 
Ch ꝛiſt helped not the weaknes of our fieſh. 
But the grace of hym, in vs hath ſtayne the 
olde man., ſo that nowe we be led not with 
our ſpirite, but with the ſpirite of god: noꝛ 
we our ſclucs lyue not, but Chuſt lyueth in 
vs. This moſte happye deathe, whether it 
hath chaunced to any man fully, in this lyfe, 
I can not ſayc , Ncuertheleſſe the goodnes 
of our loꝛde voucheſafeth to ſupplye of his 
owne, that that our imbecillytie can not do. 
This deathe is to be coucted, and with all 
our deuopyꝛ pꝛactyſed and meditate through 
out all our lyfe , Lyke as ſaynt Paule wiye 
teth to the Coꝛynthians: Alwayes bearyng 
the mortification of Ieſu Chriſte in our body, 
that alſo the lyfe of leſu myglit be manifeſted 
in oure body es. To the ſame he cxhozteth 
the Coloſſenſes: Mortyfye your membres, 
which be vpon erte. He byddeth not pluck 
out the eyes, oꝛ choppe of the handes , oꝛ 
cut awaye oure pꝛeuey membꝛes, but what 
mcmb:es- gt foloweth: Fornication,vnclens 
nes, luſt, euyll concupiſcence, and couetyſe. 
The common ſoꝛte of men mourne foꝛ thẽ, 
the which dye, but bleſſed Paule to the "<6 
loſſi⸗ 
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loſſia ns reioyſeth this deathe. Ye be (ſayth 
he) de ade: and your lyfe is hyd with Chriſte 
in god. This deathe is mother of the ſpiri- 
tuall lyfe, lrkewyſe as ſynne is the father of 
the ſpirituall deathe, and alſo of the deathe 
infernall. 

But in theſe kyndes of deathe, the moſte 
parte of men behaue theym ſelfes prepoſtes 
rouſiye, and cleanc contrarye to that they 
Moulde doo. At the mention of the bodyly 
deth, how tremble we for fere? They of old 
tyme hated C ypꝛeſſe, for no other cau ſc,but 
that it was wonte to be had in buryals , and 
alſo the herbe ſmallage, bycauſe graues 
were hanged about with it: And at this day 
there be many, which at the ſauour of frank 
inſence ſtoppe their noſes, and vſe fell cur- 
ſes and execrations, fo: bycauſe (as I ſups 
poſe) at buryals fumigations be made of it. 
But the ſpirituall deathe is moꝛe hoꝛrible, 
than ſyxe hundred deathes of the body:and 
to this wylfully and with great courage we 
runne, gloꝛyenge and boſtynge, whanne we 
haue done wyckedlp, ⁊ reioyſynge in thin 
ges moſte vngodly. we ve diſmayd, and bez 
ſyde our ſelues, wban we be in ieoperdre, 
that the ſowle ſhuld departe from our wꝛet⸗ 
ched body, which ſhulde lyue moche moꝛe 
happyly out of this pꝛiſon: but how moche 
moꝛe iuſtly ought we to be diſmapde, wha! 

C iii we 
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we be in peryll, Icſt god the lyfe eternal, wil 
foꝛſake our ſowle 2 The howſe wherin any 
bath dyed, is called cõtagious, peſtiferous, 
and funeſtall, and we ſtoppe our noſes whã 
we paſſe by it: But the wyſe man iudgeth it 
farre better to go to the hous of mourning, 
than to the houſe of feaſtynge. In mourmin⸗ 
ges we be naturally heuye and ſadde . But 
this heuynes, byc auſe it is after a godly fa⸗ 
ſhyon, workcth in vs a ſtedfaſt helthe 2 ſal⸗ 
vation. whyles it warncth vs of the laſte 
tyme, and of the thinges enſuyng the ſame, 
and calleth vs bocke to repentance, nor ſuf⸗ 
freth vs not to ſynne ctcrnatlye , They be 
happyly pꝛeſent at a mournynge, whiche ſo 
bewayle another mans bodyly deathe, that 
they begynne to bemoone them ſelfes, whis 
che be ſtryken with a moꝛe greuous death: 
whether than is better to deuoure a bytter 
potiõ, that by the peyne of one howꝛe, thou 
mayſt gayne perpetuall helth of thy bodye, 
oꝛ elles in a feaſte to dꝛinke peſtiferous and 
venomous ſwete wynes, whiche with their 
ſhoꝛte pleaſure maye bꝛynge to the drynker 
ſodeynedcathe: But of theſe thynges ma⸗ 
ny men are ſo clere careles, that in baudy 
coꝛnars they ſinge and make mery as dꝛonk 
as myſe : Some make their auaunt, and res 
ioyce, whyche by fraude and diſccyte haue 
ertcyncd to tyches: ⁊ ſome triumppe, 8 
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che with wycked craftes, be ryſcn to ho⸗ 
nours and p2zomotions , Do not the commũ 
people call the wallowynge in ſtynkyng lu⸗ 
ſtes and delicious fare, a lyfe? But tho that 
thus lyue, de twyſe deed. Firſt bycauſe they 
be voyde ang deſtitute of the ſpirite of god. 
Secondly bycauſe that cuen nowe all redy 
they be the children of damnatiõ and of the 
euerlaſtynge fyꝛe. For irke as the lyfc of 
good men, decdin the fleihe, is hyd in god, 
and Nall appere and ſhewe it ſelf © togtther 
with £huſt : ſo in theie whiche haue gruen 
them ſelfes to the fleſſhe, the death cternall 
is byd, and ſhal appere inthe laſt iugement. 
nely hope dothe ſeuer the ſynner in this 
lyfe from hell. foras longe as the hꝛeth is 
in man, ſo longe he bathe hope of pardon 2 
foꝛgyuenes. How be it we had nede to take 
right good hede, leſt our hope whtche cos 
meth not of faith and charitie, dece vue vs. 
Thus ſome man fiattercth hym ſelfe: Jam 
yong, I wil take the pleaſure of this world: 
whan J come to aage, thanne wyll J fall to 
goodnes. But M thou hard hart, who hath 
pꝛomyſed # to come to age? Another ſaith: 
whyle J am in the flowers of my age, J wil 
folowe my luſte and pleaſure, whanne Jam 
maryed, than J wyll begynne to be thꝛyfty. 
Mut © thou flattercr of thy ſelf, how kno - 
weſt thou, whether thou ſhalt lyue vntyll to 
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motowe- There is perchance ſome manne 
that thinketh thus: I will at laſte make my 
ſclfc a frycr, 024 monke,and than J wyl bes 
wayle my lyfe euyll ſpente, Jn the meane 
whyle I wyl rle the pleaſure of this world, 
Admyt that lyſe be graunted the, who hath 
pꝛomyſed the, that thou ſhalte haue this 
mynde and wyll, to foꝛſake pleaſures ⁊ im⸗ 
bꝛace repentance? Can euery man that wyl, 
gyue to hym ſelfe this mynde? Onely the 
grace of Chꝛiſte is cauſe that a man can re- 
pent, and come agayne to his herte. But he 
frely and at his owne lybertie gyueth it to 
whome hc wylleth, and whan he wylleth . 

Certes, as touchyng the ſynner, he is now 
all redy in hel. Is it not a pꝛodigious blynd- 
neſſe, that a man beynge in ſo hoꝛrible ſtate, 
wyll pꝛefyxe hym ſelfe a daye, whan to re⸗ 
pent hym of his lyuinge © the which man yf 
be ſhulde fall into a pyt, oꝛ be caſt in pꝛiſon, 
wolde thynke all the haſt of them that ſhuld 
plucke hym out, to flowe, Out of the pytte 
be wolde forthwith crye for mans helpe, 2 
whan he is ſet in ſo great euyls, wyll he not 
iucontinent deſyꝛe goddes helpe, whiche 
onely rayſeth the deed? who ſo euer than 
in this lyfe will diligently practiſe the trani⸗ 
foꝛmatoꝛye death, and vehemently abhoꝛre 
the deathe ſpirituall, and the deathe infer⸗ 
nall, ſhallleſſe feare the deathe of the body 
when 
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whan it appꝛocheth, which dothe not ſeuer 
vs from god, but hathe ioyned ys nerer to 
god, and makcth an ende for cuermoꝛe of al 
affiictions, with the whiche this lyfe is on 
cucry ſyde vexed, and ſetteth vs ouer to ez 
uerlaſtynge reſte. Thou wylte ſaye, It lets 
teth ouer to reſte, but the ſowles of good 
men. Trouth it is. Foꝛ the dethe of ſinners 
is moſte euyll. Than while thou lyueſt, and 
art in thy floures, do thy deuoire, that thou 
mayſt be of the ryght wyſe men. Hor right - 
wyſe is alſo he, whiche with his harte ac⸗ 
knowlcgeth and damneth his own vnryght 
wiſenes, and fearynge the perpetuall fyꝛe, 
fleeth to the ſaynctuarie of the mercye of 
god, ⁊ to holſom remedies of penance. But 
they, which in al their Ipfe, euen as though 
they were immoꝛtall, folowe their ſenſualle 
luſtes, beinge vtterlye deaffe, and wylle not 
here the voyces of god fo ofte ⁊ ſo louing⸗ 
ly pꝛouoking to repentance: what meruayle 
is it, though they be troubled, wha extreme 
neceſſitie calleth vppon them! Than haue 
they pnough to do with their ſicknes, whi⸗ 
che ſuffereth them to do nothyng els: with 
the phiſitions, with their heires, with them 
to whom ther bequethe, and with wayters 
fo: pꝛays, with creditours 7 dettours, with 
wyfe and chyldren, with ſtuardes and ſer⸗ 
uantes, with frendes and foes, with durges 
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and buryal, with confeſſions, diſpenſations, 
and cenſures, with reſtitutions and making 
amendts, with ſondry doutes of conſcience, 
fynally with the articles of the feythe. Far- 
ther, with the world, whom bicauſe he hath 
loned ouer moche, he leaueth with cuylle 
wyll: moꝛe oucr with the ſelfe death of the 
body, whervnto hc 1s vnpꝛepared, fynallye 
with thc diuell, which than layith about him 
with all his engins and falſ tics: with helle, 
which than obiecteth and layth before hym 
the moſt vgly and dꝛadſuli furies. But to ſo 
great a rout of buſynes, that momct of time 
ſuffyſcth not, but al diligence muſt be taken, 
that to that extreme and moſt greuous cons 
flyct a man come moſt lyght and voyde of all 
buſynes. Som man wyl aſke, by what menes 
this may be. Let vs here Eccleſiaſtes, yes 
uvrg goodc ounſaill: Remembreſayth he) 
thy maker in the dayes of thy youthe before 
the time of thy arlictio cometh Let vs here 
alſo Ecce leſtaſticus: Before the dome gette 
riohrwiſenes vnro the, before ſyckenes, ſeke 
phiſike, and before dome examin thy ſelf, and 
in the ſyght of god thou ſhalte fynde mercy. 
Before ſycknes humble thy ſelfe, and in tyme 
of infirmitie ſh ewe thy conuerſation. This is 
doutles a right hoiſom counſell, yea though 
the day of deathe were knowen vnto vs. 

Nowe moche moꝛe the thing is to be done, 
ſythe 
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ſyth cucry day to euery man is: o be comps 

ted the laſte. whyle we liue and be in helth, 

let vs diſcuſſe, as moche as we may, and ryd 

cur manyfolde buſyneſſe, and er ſyckeneſſe 

doth fyxe vs to the bedde, let vs diſpoſe for 

our houfcholdc. The fyꝛſte ductic is to res 

membꝛe our maker, that by pure confeſſion 

gha repentance we may come ayen into bis 
fauour. Lette vs examyne our conſcience, 

cutting of, what ſo cucr we fynde there ha⸗ 
ted of god, that whan ſyckenes dꝛructh vs 
to the barrcto here our iugement, we may 
fynde mercy . who that in pꝛoſperitie lyft 
pp theyꝛ ſtyffe and ſtubburne neckes ayenſt 
god, do we not ſe howe they caſt doune and 
humble them ſelfes, if any ſtronge ⁊ ſharpe 
diſeaſe thꝛeteneth them to dye? But howe 
moche moꝛe pleſant and thankful were it to 
goq, if of our own motion we dyd that thing 
betymes, whervnto ſiknes compelleth wha 
it is late? Let vs pꝛoſtrate our ſelfes with 
the publicane, and with the ſynfulle woman 
mencioned in the goſpelles, in the ſyght of 
god, with tearee, almes dedes, pꝛaiers, ⁊ os 
ther good woꝛkes, pacifieng goddis wꝛath 
and in tyme of ſyknes ſuch ſhalbe our deth, 
us was our lyfe. Some do abhoꝛre from ma 
kynge their teſtament, as though in it were 
ſome euyli lucke of deth. But the making of 
thy teſtament good fclawe cauſeth not the 
to 
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to dye the ſooner. but ſafclyer. Jn this be⸗ 
balfc happyer is the condition of them that 
be called relygious perſones, bycauſe they 
be free and voyde of all cares touching te- 
ſtamentes. But they, whych haue children 
oꝛ bꝛethꝛẽ, oꝛ els any other heires, let them 
pꝛouyde, that there growe noo contention 
betwixte bꝛetherne and alies in the partitts 
on of the goodes. They that haue no her⸗ 
res, lette them pꝛouyde, that they leaue nat 
to theym that come after, matter and occa⸗ 
ſyon of ſuite and riottous rapine. Pꝛefelp, 
ſoo lettꝭ theym, whan they be in helthe, oꝛ⸗ 
der, diſpoſe, and diſpatche theſe mattiers, 
that they haue no nede in theyꝛ ſyckenes to 
buſy and vexe them ſelues with ſuche ma⸗ 
ner vnſeaſonable cares. Moꝛe oner if any 
man be wꝛapped in any perplex and doute- 
full caſes, as of matrimonie, of cenſures of 
the churchc, of vowes, of reſtitutions, or 
reconciliations, let hym rydde hym ſelfe of 
ſuch, whan he is hole and ſound, noꝛ let him 
not reſerue any intanglynges vntyli his laſt 
day. They do well, whiche whan they lye 
dyenge, commaunde theyꝛ executoures to 
make foꝛ them reſtitution of their euyl got- 
ten goodcs: but they do farre moꝛe wylcly, 
whyche whan they be in helthe, doo that 
thynge them ſelues, whyche oftentymes is 
commytted to therecutours in vain. * 
they 
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they do well, whiche at the poynt of death,. 
foꝛgyue all men theyꝛ offences, and praye 
lykewiſe, that they may be foꝛgiuen, if they 
haue offended any perſon: but it is far moꝛe 
thankfull to god, and more ſure to the quis 
etnes of cõſcience, if they do the ſame wha 
they be in helth, not foꝛ feare of dethe, but 
fot the loue of Chꝛiſte. They do wel, whi⸗ 
che bequethe parte of theyꝛ goodes, to the 
reliefe of the pooꝛe: but it were a ſacrifice 
moche moꝛe thankfuller to god, if after the 
rate of thy ſubſtance, woldeſt thy ſelfe re⸗ 
leue thy pooꝛe nepghbours. For it cometh 
not alway to the nedy, whiche the deed aſs 
ſigned vnto them: and if it cometh, it is now 
an others and not thyn,which 1s id. 
nohat, there be many diſcaſes of that forte, 

that they gyuc no ſpace of diſpoſynge : noꝛ 
G wyll not nowe recyte the ſodeyn and vn⸗ 
thought on chances, which albeit they op= 
pꝛeſſe not al per ſones, pet all muſte loke for 
them, bycauſe they may Happe to all. Lyke 
as it chaunced to the folyſhe man in the go- 
ſpell, whiche promyſed bym ſelfe longe and 
ſwete lyfe: gt was ſayde vnto hym, This 
ny glit thy ſoule ſhall be fette fro the. Al pray 
that they may eſcape ſodapn and vnpꝛouy⸗ 
ded deathe. Foꝛ euery where theſe woꝛdes 
a man may here, From ſodayn and vnproui- 
ded deathe, delyuer vs lorde, what is it, that 
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theſe do pꝛay for 2? Is euery ſodeyn death e 
detcſitable 2 Aocertes: Hor The ryghtwiſe 
man, with what ſo euer deathe he be preuen- 
ted, is in reſt. Foꝛ it can nat be an euyll deths 
beit neuer jo ſodeyne, be foꝛe whome went 
good lyfe. why rather pꝛaye we not thus? 
Frome an euyll lyfe delyuer vs loꝛde. But 
why be we not aſhamed to call an vnpꝛouy⸗ 
ded deth, whiche dayly thꝛuſteth it ſelfe in⸗ 
to ail our ſenſes? from our chyldhod, what 
other thynge here we, than gronynges of 
them that dye? what other thyng le we, thã 
coꝛſes caried out? than pompes of mour⸗ 
ners, than graueſtones, tombes, and titles 
of deed men? That yt we be lyttelle mo- 
ued with the deathes of ſiraungers, hche 
ofte dothe deth plucke vs by the care moic 
nere, dy the funcrallcs of alyans ana kyns⸗ 
folke, whiche touch rs by nygh neceſſitude 
of nature: and of our frendes, whom en⸗ 
terchaungeable louc hath glewed vnto rs 
more ſtraytly, than the bondcs of nature do 
ioyne any kynsfolke. And if this alſo be to 
littell, howe ofte hath it momſhed our own 
ſelues of oure owne frapltic 2 Fort whois 
there of vs,that hathe not ſommetyme be 
bꝛought into the daunger of death, eyther 
by tempeſt, oꝛ robberie, 02 battayl, oꝛ ruine, 
02 peſtilence, oꝛ ſpcknes? what way lo cuer 
thou turneſt the,dcathe lycth in await. The 
hous 


houſe is a ſurc refuge to cucry manne: but 
howe many be oppꝛeſſed ſodeinly with fal⸗ | 
unges of houſes? The erth is of the.tui.cle | 
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mentes moſt maſſy and ſure, and yet dothe Ma 
it not otherwhyles ſynke and ſwallowe vp [if 
bole cities? The verye ayꝛe, wherwith we 1 
bꝛethe and lyue, oftentpmes is deathe,lyke ilk 
wyſe as meatc and dꝛynk is. Finally hunger | 
and thyiſt, do they not dayly manace dcthe, 
if thou takeſt not a remedy? Farther, ſo oft | 
as man is named, he is monyſhed of dethe? i 
Fo: moꝛtall creatures and men be of al one | 
ſygnification. what other thynge than doo | 
they, whiche pꝛaye to eſcape from dcathe 1 
vnpꝛouyded, but accuſe their owne impꝛo⸗ 1 
uydence © For to vnpꝛepared perſons cue⸗ 
ry deathe is vnpꝛouyded, yea to hym that 
is an hundred ycres olde. Calleſt thou that 
vnpꝛouyded.whiche thꝛuſtyng and Moting 
it ſelfe vpon all thy ſenſes, doſte nat ſee: 

Soo vnpꝛouyded was the floudde to the 
wycked perſones, whych ſcoꝛned Noe the Luc, 17. 3 
beadyll and ſummoner of guſtyce, whyle | 
be pzepared his Arke, catynge, dꝛynkyng, 
ioynynge maryages, as though that thyng 
Moulde not comme to paſſe, whyche Sod 
dydde thꝛeatten. 

Soo vnpꝛouyded felle the diſtruction to 
the Sodomytes, whyche mockyd Toth, 
what tyme he departed frometheyz Cytie. 

The 
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The fame ſhulde haue chaunced to the Hi⸗ 
muites, had they not repented at the pzcgs 
chyng of JYonas.who ſo euer knoweth that 
god is angry with hym, at euery moment let 
hym loke for vengeance, nay let him eſchue 
it rather by exaumple of the Niniuites and 
of Dauyd. Fuli terrible and dꝛadfulle is the 
yꝛe of the loꝛde, but yf we caſte downe our 
ſelues with all humilitie to repentaunce, in 
his yꝛe he wyll remembꝛe mercy. The Ri⸗ 
niuites at the pꝛeachynge of the ſtraunger 
gonas, were conuerted to penance. But we 
being deafe at ſo many pꝛeachynges of our 
loꝛde, deſire and pꝛaye to be deliuered from 
vnpꝛouyded deathe. y ſo many examples 
and parables of Roe, of Loth, and of them, 
whome the falle of the towꝛe in Siloa, op⸗ 
pꝛeſſed vnwares, he crieth vppon oure foꝛ⸗ 
getfull ſlouthfulnes, that we ſhulde be redy 
at euerye houre. He addeth the ſimilytude 
of the nyght thefe, of the faythful ſteward, 
of the. x. vir gyns, and ſoo ofte he cricth on 
vs: watclie, for ye knowe not the daye, nor 
the houre, and cometh there than any dethe 
to vs vnpꝛouyded? Yea there cometh, but 


to the retcheles ⁊ vnpꝛouyded perſones, oꝛ 


(to ſpeake the thinge better) to the deaffe, 
blynde, and vnſenſpble, whiche neyther do 
here our loꝛde crienge vpon vs, neither ſee 
the thyng, that offreth it ſelfe to theyꝛ cies, 
ney⸗ 
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neyther fele that which on euery ſyde prit- 
kcth them. They paſſe not on that our loꝛd 
ſemith to ſpeke of the laſt day of the woꝛld. 
Foꝛ the laſte dape of cche mans lyfe, is his 
laſte day of the woꝛlde. At the ende of the 
woꝛlde the vnyuerſall and general iugemẽt 
ſhall be openly ſolemnyſed, but the whyles 
the iowles of eche oone, fo ſoone as they 
leaue the body, rec oyue their iugement, all 
though it be vnknowen to vs. And eyther 
day our loꝛde wold haue to be vnknowen to 
vs alrke. gnthis behalfe alſo declarynge 
his moſt tender loue toward vs. Foꝛ where 
as we nowe ſec the vnſufferable vyolence, 
oppꝛeſſion, and extoꝛtion of rycie and wic - 
ked perſons, what wolde they doo, if they 
knewe that they ſhuld line any long while? 
On the other ſyde, the weake in faith, as be 
the moſte parte of men, yf they knewe cer⸗ 
taynly, that they ſhuldc lyue tyl they be old, 
wolde differre vntyl that tyme, the ſtudy ot 
a more exact lyfe. Agapyn, if they were cer⸗ 
tayne, that but a fewe days of their lyfe re⸗ 
mayned: they wold lyue full of penſiuenes 
and ſadneſſe, and ſhuld become more ſlacke 
to many pꝛofitable buſyneſſes of the cõmon 
welthe. Nowe the pꝛouidence of the diuine 
maieſtie, hath ſo tempered the matter, that 
vnto all men deathe is ſo certaine, that eche 
one knoweth no leſſe ceitaynely, that — 5 
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Mall dye, than they knowe that they were 
boꝛne: and that neyther the hygheſt noꝛ the 
loweſt perſoas can flatter them ſelfes with 
vayne hope. Agayn, the daye of death is ſo 
vnc ertayn, that the loꝛde wolde not haue it 
knowẽ to his beſtbeloued. By meanes wher 


of it cometh to paſſe, that the wicked do leſſe 


hurt the good men, and the good men ſo ab⸗ 
ſteyn fro cuyl woꝛkes, as though they ſhuld 
dye the daye folowing, 7 ſo do and exercyſe 
good dedes, as though they ſhuld lyue log, 
What then meane theſe men, which renne 
to pꝛonoſticatours, which diuine by the in 
ſpection of a mans hande, of the ſterres, of 
the mans nature, of his byꝛth, of the bealy, 
and babylonicall numbꝛes, and wytchecrafe 
tes, to thentent they maye knowe the ſpace 
of their tyme? The Eccleſiaſtes crieth, A 
man knoweth not his ende, but as tlie fyſſhes 
be taken with the hoke, and the byrdes be 
caught with the ſnare, ſo be men taken in an 
euyll tyme, whan it cometh vppon them ſo- 
deynly: and wil we know our ende of them, 
whiche knowe not their owne ende? Shall 
men lerne that thinge of vayn people, mau⸗ 
gre Chꝛiſtis heed, that Chꝛiſte the eternall 
veritie wold not haue knowen, bycauſe it is 
not expedient that it were knowẽr whether 
dothe the example of wycked Saul, pleaſe 
Chꝛiſtẽ men? for what dyd the wytch help 
02 p20s 
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62 pꝛofyt hym, but that be ſhuld twyſe dye: 

Tho perſons alſo be not euyll, which de⸗ 
ſyꝛe of god ſome certayne kynde of deathe, 
and pꝛaye that they may lye ſycke certayne 
monethes, to thende they may beſtowe, at 
the lecſt waye , that tyme ypon repentance 
and confeſſion. 7Boze holy is the requeſt of 
them, which deſvr:c that deth, wherby they 
mape lcaſt trouble their frendes , For this 
cometh of charite. But it is of a moꝛe ſted⸗ 
faſt and ſure faith, to committe vnto god as 
well the kynde of the death, as the ſpace of 
the ſyckenes. He knoweth what is mooſte 
expedient foꝛ vs, and wyll gyuc, that is be ſt 
for vs. The foꝛmes of deathe be innumera⸗ 
ble, and am onge them ſome be hoꝛrible, ey⸗ 
ther in that they kyll ſodeynly, which thing 
hapneth to ſome men euen in the feaſtinge, 
oꝛ in that they haue ſharpe and longe toꝛ⸗ 
mentes, as is the palſep, and the yſchiace, 
oꝛ in that they haue an abhominable ſyghr, 
as they which choked vp with tough ficum, 
ware blacke : oꝛ in that they take awayc the 
plc of the tõgue, and the holenes of mynde, 
as the apoplexis, the phꝛenſy, and certayne 
feuers, and other peculiar foꝛmes, whiche 
make men to tumble, and bꝛeahe their nec 
kes, oꝛ to leape into 2 welle, oꝛ ſtrãgle their 
thꝛotes with ſome coꝛde, oꝛ thruſt the ſelſis 


into * gottes, with ſome kn fe oꝛ ſwoꝛde. 
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Fo: there be diſeaſes, whiche do coꝛrupte 

the inwarde weſelles of the mynd, whyche 
perſones be commonly called in the latyne 
tongue demoniaci, that is to ſaye, poſſeſſed 
with dyuels. But neyther by theſe thinges 
a man is not to be iuged, ſyth that Chꝛy ſoſto 
mus doth moſtc louyngly comfort a certain 
monke, whiche was poſſeſſed with a dyuell. 
Howe be it tho kyndes of deth. which haue 
a manyfeſt colour of wyckednes, is a good 
chꝛiſten mans parte to deſyꝛe to eſcape, and 
to abhoꝛre it. Contrary wiſe, ſomme we ſee 
haue ſo gentyll a deathe, that they ſeme to 
ſleepe, and not to dye. But what facion of 
death ſo euer chaunceth, no man is therby 
to be eſtemed. No, not ſo moch as of them, 

whiche by the lawes are fot their myſche- 
uous dedes, put to execution, though they 
chaunce to haue a ſhamefull dethe, we mare 
not iudge temerouſely. Foꝛ it may be, that 
he, whiche foꝛ treaſon, is hanged, dꝛawen, 

and quartered, paſſeth into the company of 
aungelles, where as an nother, the whiche 

dyeng in a gray friers cote, and relygtouſs: 
ly buried, departeth downe vnto hell. gt is 
the loꝛde, whiche iugeth of theſe thynges.. 
By ſundry wyſes god exerciſeth and pur⸗ 
geth his ſeruantes : but (as J ſayd) no euyl 
deth is that to be thought, which good life 

wente befoꝛe. Ptherwhyles,thcy that = 
moſte 


OF DEATHE. 


moſte caſily,go to euerlaſtyng punyſhmen⸗ 
tes: and contrary wiſe, they that be myſes 
rably tourmented, flee into reſte. Somme 
wyſſhe to haue fulle confeſſion before they 
dye, laſte anneylynge, and the recepuynge 
of their maker, not with an vnlyke mynd as 
it appereth) that in olde tyme ſome pꝛolon⸗ 
ged the tyme to be chuſtencd, tyll their laſt 
day, and the baptyſte, whiche ſhulde bap- 
tyſe them, was not callyd foꝛ, vntyl that the 
phiſytion confeſſed lyttell helpe in his ſcy⸗ 
ence. why wyſhe we but ones that thynge 
to chaunche, whyche dayly ought and may 
be done of vs © Foꝛ it is beſte counſayl.that 
eucry man before er he betake him to ſlepe, 
dilygentcly examyne his conſcience: and if 
he fynde any cryme committed that dap, let 
phym knocke his bꝛeſte, and callynge for the 
aſſiſtence of god, purpoſe certainly to lyue 
a better lyfe. Roz there is no cauſe why any 
man ſhuldc here ſay, I am letted with ſuns 
dry buſyncs, J haue no leyſer. Toathyng 
ſo neceſſarie the fourth part of an hour ſufs 
fyſcth. It is not longe to ſay, I haue ſynned, 
Haue mercy. And this is ſufficient, ſoo it be 
ſpoken with the harte. No man commytting 
hym ſelfe to ſlepe, is ſure to awake. Rowe 
great danger is it than, in that ſtate to ſiepe, 
in whiche 1f deathe oppꝛeſſe vs, whyche is 
b:other germaine to ſlepe, we ſhall peryſhe 

D. ui. koꝛ 


— 


©, 


"STLVSEX7 


PREPARATION 


fo: euermoꝛe? So great peryll maye be efs 
chued with one ſhorte thonghte , This is 
dayly to be done to god: but to the pꝛieſte, 
vicare of god. iii. 02.1in , tymes 02 ofter in 
the yere with pure confeſſion to purge the 
conſcience, ſhulde bꝛynge moche tranquil⸗ 
litie, and it ſhall cauſe that the perſon, whan 
be dycth, ſhal not be troublcd with the ſcru 
puloſytie of confeſſion. 

Furthermoꝛe bycauſe inthe article of deth, 
thc contemplation of our loꝛdes death, 7 of 
the communion of the hole churche, which 
is the body of Chꝛiſt, is a pꝛinc ipal comfort, 
it were well done, in both to be dylygently 
ex ercyſed in the lyfe, to thentent, the doing 
ofte repeted, may tourne into cuſtome, cu⸗ 
ſtome into cours, and cours into nature. 
This ſtalbe if that we, our conſcience being 
clene purged from all affection of ſynnyng, 
ofte receyue the myſticall bread, and dunke 
ofthe myſtycall cuppe: ſyth that this ſacra - 
mente commendeth and declarcth vnto vs, 
two thinges, the one is, the moſt dere loue 
of the heed towarde his membꝛes: and the 
other is, the moſte ſtrayte felawſhyp of the 
membꝛes betwyxt them ſclfes. what ſo euer 
goodnes is in the body, pꝛocedeth from the 
heed Chꝛiſte: and what ſo euer goodnes is 
in the body, is commun vnto all the mẽbꝛes. 
Je yke as in the bodye of a lyuynge thynge 


though 
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thonghe there be dyuers membꝛes, oꝛdey⸗ 
ned to dyuers offices, yet the lyfe yſſuinge 
frome the heed, 1s ſpꝛed abꝛode thꝛough al 
the membꝛes, with ſuche an inſeparable fe⸗ 
lawſhyp, that lyke as ſaynt Paule teacheth. 
yf one membꝛe be greued, that grefe rũneth 
vnto oll: and if one membꝛe ioyeth, the glo- 
ry is of all in comune, Doutleſſe this is that 
ig ſayd in the Symbole of thapoſtels , Sans 
ct am eccleſiam ſanctorum communtone, The 
holy church, the communion of ſayntes. For 
no ſtreyghter is the grace of Chꝛiſte in the 
myſtical body, than is nature in the body of 
a lyuynge thinge. They do deuoutly, which 
wha deth dꝛaweth nere, do ſend to the mo⸗ 
naſterye of the Cartuſians, oꝛ friers obſcrs 
uantes to pꝛaye foꝛ the ſycke perſone, but it 
is a ſtronger comfoꝛte, if the ſycke ma thin⸗ 
keth, that the hole church is buſy ⁊ thought 
full foꝛ him, a membꝛe therof. whan J ſaye 
the churche, how bleſſed and howe myghty 
acopany do J meane, which includeth pꝛo- 
phetes, apoſtels, ſo many ſwarmes of mar⸗ 
tyꝛs and virgyns, ſo many ſoules beloued of 
god. This hole company and felawſhyp foꝛ 
eche membꝛe of Lhuſt beynge in ieopardy, 
pꝛayeth contynually, and with merites and 
pꝛayers helpeth the ſycke perſon. Noꝛ it is 
no matter to the, though that thou ſeeſt not 
the church with thy eies:neither thou ſeeſt 
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thy ſoule, by whoſe benefite al the membꝛes 
of the body lyue and be moued. The church 
can not be poꝛe, which is ioyned to ſo ryche 
an heed, in which dwelleth al fulneſſe of di⸗ 
uinitie coꝛpoꝛally, noꝛ the membꝛe can not 
be deſtitute, whyche is ſuſteyned of fo ma- 
ny thouſandes of ſayntes. The tender loue 
and bountyfulnes of the hced towarde vs, 
pꝛincipally wytneſſeth the croſſe taken fo: 
to redeme vs. The memoꝛie and power of 
theſe thynges we do renewe vnto vs, as oft 
as with feith and due reuerence we do eate 
the fleſhe of the loꝛde, and dꝛynke the blud. 
And alſo we be admonyſhed, that al be one 
body, whiche do eate the ſame bꝛeadde, and 
dꝛynke of the ſame cuppe. Let no man than 
be falſe harted, althoughe that the membꝛe 
be weake and diſeaſed, conſyderynge that 
it bath an heed, whiche is omntpotent : noz 
let hym not thynke to be deſtitute and foꝛ- 
ſaken, whiche is releued, kepte, and ſuſtey- 
ned with the demerites and pꝛapers of the 
hole churche. wherfoꝛe who ſoo euer, that 
in his lyfe is diligently exerciſed, in the con 
templatton of theſe thynges, at his deathe, 

they hall bꝛynge vnto him moꝛe comfoꝛte. 
Fo: than euen of theyꝛ owne accoꝛde, they 
ſhall renne into his memoꝛie, as thinges fa⸗ 
myliar vnto the mynd and ſoule. wherfoꝛe. 
after my mpnde and iudgement, they _ 
e 
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ſed a ryght good and godly thinge, whiche 
parted the hy ſtoꝛie of our loꝛdes deathe in 
to certayne houtes, as we call them: to toe 
intent that chylderne myght be accuſtomed 
to rebet ſe and ſay euery day 4 portion of it, 
with ycuynge of thankes. But they, which 
oꝛdeyned in the ſtecde of it the ſeruyce of 
our lady, though that they inuented a thing 
not vngodly, yet if a man myghte confeſſe 
the trouthc,thcy tourned wyne into water. 
By theſe ſnylles and meancs it ſhal come 
to paſſe very well, that ſodcyne and vnpꝛo⸗ 
uyded deth ſhal not oppꝛeſſe vs. The ſwete 
chylderne muſte be forſaken, the dere wife, 
the wel beloued frẽdes, the appꝛowed lan- 
des, the ſumptuous buyldynges, the ample 
goodes. But the ſowldtour of Chꝛiſt bath 
ſtudied to neglecte all theſe thinges, whoſe 
ſoule doth watche as it were in the garny⸗ 
ſon of the body, and waytyng euer houre 
foꝛ the Trumpette of his captayn, wherby 
he is commanded to begynne the battaylle, 
alwayes redy to theſe woꝛdes, Diſpoſe thy 
houſeholde, for thou ſhalt dye, and not lyue. 
He hath bis body not fort an hous, but foꝛ a 
pauilyon, not he hurdeth net there his tre- 
ſure, but that whiche ſuffyſeth for his daily 
ſuſtynance, he beareth in his belte, always 
wakynge in the watches, always hauynge 
armours about hym, agaynſt the ſodayn ins 
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naſtons of his ennemies, no hardnes he re- 
fuſeth, fo hc maye pleaſe his capitàyne, to 
whome he is ſwoꝛne. A warfare,ſaythe Iob, 
is the lyfe of man vppon erthe. The mynder 
of this warfare is exhoꝛted by the wiſe man 
Syrach . Sonne, that comeſte to the ſeruyce 
of god, ſtande in ryghtwiſenes and in drede, 
and prepare thy ſowle to temptation. The 
ſeruyce of godis a pꝛofeſſion of a chꝛyſten 
warfare. To ſtande, is the pꝛopꝛetic of a 
ſowldiour in the felde, pꝛepared and bente 
to the battayle. Stande in rightwiſenes, not 
in pꝛide, whiche vanteth it ſelfe ayenſt god, 
but in ryghtwy ſeneſſe. They ſtcpe and lye 
downe, whyche be the ſowldiours of this 
woꝛlde. But the ſouldiour of Chꝛiſte ſtan» 
deth bent to cuery good woꝛke. The beſte 
woꝛke is, wel to dye in the loꝛde. For good 
lyuynge gpucth a great imboldyng agaynſt 
the dyuell. Feyth hathe not lerned to gyue 
place to the enmy, hope can not be diſcoms 
fyted, charitie miniſtreth fode to the ſtan⸗ 
der. But ſyth good lyfe cauſeth boldeneſſe, 
why is added in drede? If thou be righte⸗ 
wyſe, what doſt thou feare? If thou be not, 
howe doeſt thou ſtande? This dꝛede is not 
that father of deſperation, of whiche ſpea⸗ 

keth Salomon. Feare cafteth down the flouth 

full perſon, and charitie caſteth out feare, bur 
the moſt good keper of innocencie, The _ 
0 
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of the ſonnes is holye,remainynge withoutre 
ende. Who that ſtandeth, ſayth the apoſtle, 
lette hym ſe that he falleth nat. And ageyne, 
Thou by feyth doeſt ſtande, doo not looke to 
hy gh, but feare. There is an holye dꝛede of 
the loꝛde, which pꝛycketh to good warkes, 
and dꝛyueth away the man from euylle: and 
there is a naughty feare of the ſeruant, whi 
che entyſeth hym to ſlouthefulneſſe, I fea- 
red, he, and went and dyd hyde thy talente 
in the erte. ut fcarc, the felawe of gu- 
ſtyce, cauſeth ys, diſtruſtynge oure owne 
powers, moꝛe coragiouſly to work through 
the ayde of the ſpyrite, and moꝛe circum- 
ſpectly to kepe the gyftes of god. Beſyde 
this, euer rightwitenes of men, be it neuer 
ſo per fecte, trembleth ſo ofte as it is called 
tothe barre of goddis Juſtyce, in whoſe 
ſyght neyther the ſterres be cleane, and in 
aungels is founde iniquitie. why than ſhuld 
not we, whyche be weake, and dwellynge 
inerthen tentes, feare this Yudgemente, 


ſythe Job the allowed manne of gbd ſayth : 


I feared all my workes, knowynge, that thou 
ſpareſte not the offendour. If I bewaſſhed 
as with the waters of ſnowe, and my handes 
Myne as mooſte cleane , yet with ſylthy⸗ 
neſſe thou ſhalte beraye me. And Paule, 
a ſowldyoure moꝛe exercyſed thanne Job, 
ſaythe, I am preuy to my ſelfe of noo * 

ut 
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bur not in that I am iuſtifyed. gt folowethe, 
And prepare thy ſoule to tentation. Sondry 
be the foꝛmes of tentations, by whiche god 
tricth his men of warre, bur the moſt gre⸗ 
nous tentation of all is deathe. For than in 
good erneſt, we muſt fight hande to hande, 
no: there is no ſkypping away, but on both 
ſydes with all our myghte and power, the 
mayſtrie muſt be tried. So that to this bics 

kerynge mans mynde muſt alway be pꝛepa⸗ 

ryd. Fo: what ſhall an vnexperte ſouldiour 
do here, whiche neuer fought with his ens 
ncmy, noꝛ ncuer aſſayd his ſtrength, gyles, 
craftes, awaytes, noꝛ pct his owne vattants 
nes: ge is a great parte of victoꝛie, to make 
warre with a knowen ennemy. So the moſt 
doughty ſowdtour, oꝛ rather captayn ſaynt 

Paule, That we be not enuyronned, ꝙ he, of 
Satanas, For we be not ignorant of his wyly 
thoughres. what meruaple is it, if he know 

his wyles, whiche hath ſo oft coupled with 

hym, exercyſed in all kynd of peryls? Than 
is the fyꝛe putte to, whiche declareth what 


euery mans work was, and vpon what foils. 


dation it was layde. And here we ſe others 
whiles chaunce, whiche chauncethe in the 
warfare of the woꝛld. They that in the ten⸗ 
tes ſeemed cowardes, and trembled at the 
herynge of the trumpe, in the very battaile 
be founde moſte hardy: onthe other - ay 
they, 
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they, whiche before ieoperdy ſemed verye 
ficrſe, in the very poynt ſeme moſte feares 
full. So there be ſome, whiche whan they 
be hole, boſt their quietnes and vncareful⸗ 
nes of conſcience, and that they be redy pꝛe 
parcd to deathe, vea and couete to flee out 
of this wꝛetched woꝛld, truſtyng on a feith 
(J wote not what) that Chꝛiſte bathc pros 
my ſed vs lyfe, and fo: our ſynnes hath ſufs 
fred, ſapeng, that it foꝛceth not, what oure 
woꝛkes be, whether good oꝛ euylle. But Y 
fcarc leſte many, whiche whyle they be in 
helthe, boſte this quietnes and ſuretie, doo 
greatly tremble, whan extreme peryll tous 
cheth them, and that day is at hande, whan 
the matter is ſhewed not with woꝛdes, but 
with the rrouth. They hepe vp, how great 
iniquite is it to dout of the pꝛomiſes of god: 
dut none do moꝛe tremble than they, which 
doubte not of the pꝛomyſes of god. Foꝛ he 
that belcucth not, that helle is prepared fox 
them whiche lyue wickedly, but that dethe 
bꝛingeth an ende of all euyls, with an ertins 
guyſhment of the hole man, doth leſſe feare 
deathe. Faythe than ingendreth in wycked 
men, the dꝛede of god, whiche is the begin⸗ 
nynge of wyſedomc. The feare of god, that 
is the wyſedome, and to departe from euyll, 
is the vaderſtandynge. Alſo Eſaias. Of thy 
fcarc lorde we haue conceyued, and as who 
fayth, 
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ſaythe, we laue trauayled with chylde, and 
haue brought forth the ſpirite of helthe , In 
Luke the thirde chapter, the people afea 5 
red at the pꝛeachynge of John Baptiſte, 
whychc exhoꝛted to repentaunce, ſapenge, 
Nope tlie axe is ſette to the roote of the tree, 
ſayde : what ſhall we do? Hut oneleſſe they 
had beleued John, they wold not haue ſaid, 
what ſhall we do? Lyrkewiſe in the actes of 
the Apoſtclles, the multitude feared with 
the pzeachynge of Peter, conceyurnge 2 
dꝛeade by their bcleuypnge, with a prycked 
con ſcence, ſapth to Peter, ⁊ the other apo- 
ſtels: what ihall we doo, O bretherne? they 
wold not haue ſaid ſo, if their feith ne were, 
pꝛyckyng their conſcience with the feare of 
belle. This tremblynge in a man alſo that 
lyucth welle, is not gendred of a myſtruſte 
towarde the pꝛomyſes and cõ minations of 


god, oz of the not beleuyng in the artycles 
of the fayth, oꝛ of doubtynge of the power 
of the ſacramentes, which they haue of the 


dcathe of Chꝛiſte: but it ryſeth of inwarde 
knowlege of our wekenes, whiche is grets 
ter than may be fully vnderſtande of vs. Of 
ſingular oꝛ particular thinges we be not cõ⸗ 
ſtreyned to be ſure, howe be it we maye diſ- 
paire of no perſon. As, foꝛ enſaumple, it is 
neceſſary to beleue, that who ſo euer recei. 
ucth with faythe the ſacrament of baptime, 
rec er: 
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r eceyueth free remiſſion of all ſpnnes, but it 
is not neceſſarie to beleue, that this mi bas 
ptiſed is free from all ſynnes. For it maye 
be, that in this manne there is à peculyar 
thyng, whiche letteth the general power of 
the ſacramente. Likewiſe it is of the ſacra- 
mente of penaunce. gt is a wyckedneſſe to 
doubte, whether he be aſſoyled of his ſyn⸗ 
nes, whichc bath rightly taken this ſacra⸗ 
ment: Jet it is no poynt of hereſie to doute, 
whether this man oꝛ that man is aſſoyled, 
bycauſe of peculiar impedimentes, we haue 
no knowlege. I except a ſyngular and euy⸗ 
dente reuelation, oꝛ irrefutablesauthoꝛitie, 
whan there is no expꝛeſſe authoꝛitie of ſcri⸗ 
ptures, oꝛ of the agrement of the church to 
the contrary. This doutynge is not an in⸗ 
fydelitie, but a religious modeſtie, with his 
hole hart ſubmitting him ſelf to the wyl and 
iugement of god, ves though he wyl damne 
the man. Fo: he ſhall not ther foꝛe be dams 
ned, but by this very ſubmiſſion he ſhall de⸗ 
ſerue abſolution, if to the religious treblyng 
be ioyned a truſte that cometh of the mer⸗ 
cye of Chꝛiſte. The ſame is to be thought 
of the ſacrament of the Aultar. we be boũd 
generally to beleue, that the pꝛieſte, duclye 
doinge his offyce, dothe conſecrate the bo- 
dye and bloud of our loꝛde, but it is no vn. 
godlynes to doubte, whether this — oꝛ 
. that 
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that man dyd conſecrate. For this is not to 
doubte of the ſacrament, but of the peculi- 
ar circumſtances, lettyng the yertuc oꝛ re- 
ſon of the {acrameut, Erke wiſe we beleue 
of neceſſitie, that men by faith and charitie 
towarde our loꝛde Jeſu, obteyn euerlaſting 
bcithc : yet it is lefuli to dout, chether this 
man oꝛ that be in the ſame ſtate. lid owe be it 
ncythcr of other men we ought raſthely to 
iuge, and in our ſelues hope oughte to en- 
creaſe, togyther with the increaſe of loue 
and fcyth. The ſame muſt we thynke of the 
pꝛomyſes and manaces of ſcriptures , For 
the matter of doutynge ryſeth not of god, 
which can not ly, but of vs. Jt is not vnkno⸗ 
wen to man, howe excedyng good thinges 
god hath pꝛomy ſed, but to them that fcare 
and loue hym. But who of vs is there, whi⸗ 
che hath ſhcwed feare as dewe to ſuche a 
loꝛde, and loue, due and wotthy for ſuche a 
parent? wherfoꝛe they doubt not, whether 
god be true in his pꝛomiſes, but whether we 
be worthy of his pꝛomyies. Faythe, hope, 
charitiie, dꝛede, be gyftes of the ſpirite. 
who thi knoweth, whether the feyth ⁊ cha 
ritie, whiche he hath, be of this ſort of gifs 
tes, which make vs the beloued of god, and 
whether they ſuffyſe to euerlaſting helthe? 
Lykewyſe god by his ſonne hath pꝛomiſed 
foꝛgiuenes of all ſynnes, but ones by bap⸗ 
trme, 
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tyme, yf it be duely taken. who is there of 
vs, which hath not by many waycs ſpotted 


the whytc garment, which was frely gruen 


vs in baptyme? There is pꝛepared a reme- 
dy of penauncc, but to theym, whiche with 
their hole hert be conuerted to the loꝛde. 
Here let cucry man examyn hym ſclf, whe⸗ 
ther with his hole hart he be conuerted to 
the loꝛd, whether he hath an hert truly c6- 
trite and humbled, and yf he hath, whether 
it be after a ſufficient maner . The baptyſte 
crycth : Do ye fruytes worthy repentaunce. 
who dare take yppon hym, that be hath in 
due forme hatyd and deteſted his ſpnnes? 
God thꝛetneth wꝛathe and hell to the bꝛea⸗ 
kers of his pꝛeceptis: and how oft caſting 
awapye the fere of hym, bꝛeake we theym 
whom ſhalt thou fynde , which feareth not 
moꝛe the diſpleſure of a prince oꝛ iuge moꝛ⸗ 
tall, than of the lyuynge god? Further, how 
ofte chaunceth it, that manne loueth moꝛe a 
man than god, ſuffring fo: his moꝛtal frend, 
that whiche he wolde refuſe to ſuffre for 
Chꝛiſtes ſake? certes Jam this opimõ, that 
I thynke the fayth of good men, al waye to 
be ioyned togither with a deuout and reli⸗ 
gious tremblynge. J excepte a fewe, whom 
god wolde haue to be counted pereleſſe, to 
be as examples, to ſtyꝛe all men, but which. 
few can folowe. They moꝛe ag hope 
foe 
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For mercy of our loꝛde, which dꝛede his fns 


ſtice. wherfoꝛe who that thus ſape , beleue 
that thou ſhaltc be ſaucd, and thou ſhaitc be 
ſaued, do commpt double ſynne. Fo: if they 


ſpcke of anye maner ſaythe, the ſayenge is 


falſe, and yf they ſpeke of the lyuing fayth, 
it is folyſhly ſayde, beleue, as who ſhoulde 
ſaye, it were in any mans power to beleue 
whan he will, where as J ſtande in doubte, 
whether we be certayn, yfthe gyft of fayth 
be in vs. Adde herevnto, that man not on⸗ 
ly to other men, but alſo to hym ſelfe is ofte 


tymes vnknowen, where as nothinge, be it 


neuer ſo hyd, can diſceyue the eyes of god. 
The herte of man is vnſerchable of vs, but 
no coꝛner of the herte is hydde from hym, 
which four med and made the herte To vs 
oftentymes that appercth holy and good, 
which 1s wicked tn the cycs of god: 7 pure, 
which is vnpure. So it happeth, that man 
thinketh hym clcane from ſynne, whan vn⸗ 
knowynge he hath a wounded conſcience. 
why ſhulde not this thinge chance vnto vs, 
ſyth that noble kynge in his Pſalme ſayth? 
Delicta quis intelligit, ab occultis meis mun- 
da me domine. who vnderſtandeth his offen⸗ 
ces? from my hyd ſynnes make me cleane, O 
lorde. wherfoꝛe the moſte ſureſt ſauegarde 
and ſaynctuary is, with a religious fcare to 
fee frome the tuſlice of god to his 3 
Wit 
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With the Pſalmografe to ſaye , Ne intres in 
{udicium cum ſeruo tuo, quia non iuſtificabi⸗ 
tur in conſpectu tuo omnis viuens . Entre not 
lorde into iugement with thy ſeruaunt, for no 
lyuynge creature ſhalbe juttifyedin thy fight, 
No man than can ſtande vpꝛight in this iu⸗ 
gement, yf our merites be exampned accors 
dyng to the ſtrayte rule of god, onles mers 
cy be pꝛeſent in the iugement. And ther foꝛe 
there wente befoꝛe, in the ſame Pſalme , In 
thy trouthe here my petition, in thy tuff yce , 
wholocucr coueteth his petitiõ to be hard, 
leueth cõtention: and who coueteth his pe- 
tition to be harde in the trouth of god, hath 
a diſtruſt to his owne trouth, knowyng that 
onely god is true, and cuery man alyar: and 
he that requyꝛethe his petition to be harde 
in the iuſtyce of god, myſtruſteth his owne 
iuſtyce. The trouthe and the ryghtwyſnes 
of god, io Chꝛiſte, the miniſter of the euan- 
gelicall grace. Foꝛ by Moyſes was gyuen 
the law, which hath difcloſcd our vnright⸗ 
wyſneſſe, but grace is made by Chꝛiſt Jeſu, 
which hath imparted and communicate yn= 
to vs his ryghtwyſcnes. me fo ofte make a 
lye vnto god, as we bꝛeake and tranſgreſſe 
his lawes, to whyche we be ſwoꝛne atte the 
fountſtone of regeneration: and ſo ofte we 
be vniuſte, as we acknowlege not our due⸗ 
tie to our maker and redemer, naye rather, 
E li we yt⸗ 
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we vtterly renounce hym, ſo ofte as we go 
backe from our couenauntes: but although 
we beynge fallcly foꝛſwoꝛne denye and res 
nounce hym, yet he conſtantly is faythfull, 
he can not denye hym ſelfe, allways true in 
his pꝛomyſes, To thentent he myglit be iu- 
ſtify ed in his wordes, and vanquyſhe whan he 
is iud ged. The father hearcth our petition 
in his trouth, in which by his ſonne he hath 
vnto vs pꝛomyſed foꝛgyuenes of ſynnes: 
and he heareth not in our, but in his iuſtice 
oꝛ right wyſene s, foꝛ by his ſonne he iuſtifi⸗ 
cth cuery one that belcucth , purifyeng our 
hartes with faith: Bleſſed be they then, whiz 
che ſerue the lorde in dreade, and reioyce vn⸗ 
to hym with tremblynge . why ſhoulde not 
men, which be in ſubiection of ſynne, feare 
bym,whom the armyes of aungelles feare? 
Itis good to feare afoꝛe tugement , that in 
the iugement we may fynde mercy. Of hu⸗ 
mayne hiſtoꝛies we lerne, with howe great 
gladnes, and reioyſynge of hert ſaynt An⸗ 
drewe wẽt vnto the execution of the croſſe: 
But contraryly we fynde, that many, whi⸗ 
che were ſuppoſed very holy menne, at the 
tyme of their deth, were ſoꝛe troubled with 
great feare, dꝛedynge the iugement of god, 
and damnynge their hole lyfe befoꝛe ledde. 
Foꝛit is ſhewed of one, vnto whome trem⸗ 
biynge at the tyme of his deathe, whan his 
bꝛe⸗ 
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bꝛethern, which were about hym ſayd:what 
meaneth it, that thou art thus aferde, ſythe 
thou haſt lpued all thy lyfe fo holyly: he an⸗ 
ſwerde thus, O bꝛethern, moch dyuers be 
the iugementes of men, and the iugemẽt of 
god. Lyke woꝛdes it is ſayde, that Benet, 
Bernarde, and Auſtyn had. wherfoꝛe one 
and the ſame fayth, bothe cauſeth fere, and 
ouercometh fere: it cauſeth, ſewyng how 
great he is, whom we offende in many thin⸗ 
ges:it ouercometh,ſhewing vnto vs Chꝛiſt, 
whoſe charitie purgeth our ſynnes, grace 
ſupplycth that our imper fectnes lacketh. 
But as it is not alwayes a ſigne of a valiant 
courage oꝛ faithefulneg, not to fere deathe 
(for ſometyme it is token of a bꝛutyſhe ret- 
cheleſnes and lacke of reaſon, ſometyme of 
an outragious and gyantyſhe felnes: at the 
appꝛochinge of death to waxe fearefull) is 
not alway a ſigne of diſtruſte oꝛ of an cupll 
conſcience. Other whyles it is a mere na- 
turall affection, accoꝛdynge to the varietie 
of bodyes, which in ſome is moꝛe moderat, 
and in other moꝛe vehement. Thus feared 
Ezechias deathe, a man whiche with perfit 
harte walked before god, but he fered, not 
grutchynge and murmurynae againſt god, 
but with teares, praycnge it from hym, and 
his pꝛayer was harde. I knew certayn wow 
men, which at the onely mention of deathe 
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wolde begyn to tremble, ꝛ yet the ſelf ſame 
women, whan their death appꝛoched, were 
moſt ſtronge and moſt cõſtant.Foꝛ that fere 
and quyucring came not of an yll conicicce, 
but of a peculiar weakenes of the womans 
kyndc, oꝛ of nature. The affectiõs of nature 
if they be ouercome by vertu, doo encreaſe 
the victoꝛye, ther do not ſigniſy a myſtruſt. 
So a man ſhall ſc ſome wyttes ſtandynge in 
their owne conceyt, which do ealyly ſatiſfie 
them ſelfes in any maner of thinge. There 
be agayn wyttes of baſe courage, in nothing 
contentinge them ſelfes, although they do 
a thinge well: to whome if thou rcherle all 
maner coinfortcs, yet they fele a remoꝛſe 7 
a gnawynge in their mynde, dꝛawyng them 
to myſtruſte, 2 hereby they coniecture, that 
they be not yet allowed of god, bicauſe they 
neuer fele a quietnes of conſcience. But yr 
we wyll diſtinct nature from vertu, neyther 
they do greately truſte vnto their quictnes, 
which pleaſe thẽ ſelſes in any maner thing, 
neyther they caſt away vtterly their hope, 
whiche haue a mynde cuer ſuſpectynge the 
woꝛſt. This is a vyce oſa peculiar nature, 2 
not of the will, whiche vice a man muſte not 
regard, if he can not conquere it: and take 
that fo: athinge moſt ratified 7 ſure, which 
the ſpirite inwardly ſpeaketh. thoughe the 
fleſhe be neuer ſo moch againſt it. J 1 * 
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that this is alſo natural, that men wha theſr 
laſt day dꝛaweth nere, be ſo in maner tranſ- 
muted, that they allowe none of all thoſe 
thinges, whiche they dyd in their lyfe, not 
bycauſe they be naughte 7 vngodly, but by⸗ 
cauſe they be humayne and going from the 
perfection. How be it agaynſt theſe affecti⸗ 
onsof nature we muſt fight with the ſtrẽgth 
of the ſpirꝛte, all be it by theym we aught to 
iuge, neyther other men, noꝛ pet our ſelfes. 

Hut let vs returne to our foꝛmer purpoſe, 
which was, to ſhcw by what meanes weake 
ſoules (as the moſt parte be) maye be com- 
foꝛted, whom death maketh all diſmayd and 
fearefull, in whoſe lyfe was moche forget= 
fulnes, moche negipgence,moche ceaſſing, 
and bꝛefely many mo euyl dedes than good 
dedes:and if there be any good dedes, they 
be ſpotted with moche ruſtyneſſe, ſo that to 
vtter them into the ſyght of god, were no⸗ 
thinge elles but to angre god. Eyther the 
mynde is not redy at ali vnto deathe, oꝛ els 
it is but lyghtly inſtructed gn the very ar⸗ 
tycle of deathe, whatte ſhall we doo to this 
man? Ro manne is to be deſpayꝛed, ſo longe 
as the bꝛeth is in hym. The laſt battayle is 
atte hande. The ſpace is ſhotrte, he nedethe 
ſpedye counſell. that J ſaye ſhall we coun⸗ 
ſelle this manne, whyche is thus troubled 
not with oute greate canſe ? Fpꝛiſte pf he 
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haue hcy:cs,that ſhall ſuccede hym, it were 
beſt to commpt all the care touching the te⸗ 
ſtament to them. Firſt , this is a lytell com⸗ 
pendiouſnes. gf not, let hym as bꝛefely as 
he can diſpatche this mater by a nuncupas 
toꝛy teſtamẽt, oz yf there be any better way. 
This done let hym auoyde out of his ſyght 
all bablcrs of woꝛldely goodes, in whyche 
thinge manye men offende aboue meaſure, 
which bꝛinge foꝛth doubtes vnto the ſycke 
man, that lycth a dyenge, of the teſtament, 
and of externe thinges:Somtyme allo they 
compell hym to ſubſcribe his name, and that 
refuſynge and vnwillyngly, deteſtinge their 
impoꝛtunitic, by whom he can not be ſuffred 
to dye. Than whiche frendes, nothinge is 
mote vnfrendly. Than, yf the maner of thc 
ſycknes ſuffreth, let hym ſtudy to heale his 
ſowlc before the body, by ſhoꝛt confeſſion, 
but pure and voyde of diſceyte, and let hym 
take of the pꝛieſt with a full fayth, and with 
hygh rcucrenccthe remedy of penance, let 
bym crie fot the mercy of god,cucn fro the 
bottom of his hart, and take a purpoſe of a- 
mendment of lyfe, if it chanceth hym to re- 
couer. Thã if haply the pꝛeſt be not at hand 
oꝛ cã not be gottẽ, let him not foꝛthwith (as 
ſom ſuperſtitious people be wont to do) de- 
ſpayꝛ in him ſelf, ⁊ tremble: but let him with 
. his hart confeſſe him ſelf to god, ot his ſvn⸗ 
88 


TO DEATHE. 


nes 2 vnryghtfulnes, whych of his mercy, 
wyll take the good wyll of the man in ſtede 
of the very dede, and that whyche lackethe 
to the external ſignes of the ſacramẽtes, he 
wyll voucheſafe to ſupplye of his owne, by 
his peculyar grace. By hym doubtleſſe all 
ſacramentes be of great vertue and opera- 
tion, whiche be in maner ſignacles of the 
diuine goodnes and benefycence towarde 
vs, but the ſelfe ſame god, ſo ofte as neceſ⸗ 
ſitie requireth, doth tender the ſaluation of 
man with out ſignes, only ſo that negligence 
and contempt of the ſacramentes be away, 
and feythe, and a gladde wylle be pꝛeſente. 
Theſe thynges foꝛ this cauſe be ſpoken, foꝛ 
that oftentymes we ſc ſome per ſones ſooꝛe 
troubled in their myndes,, if they thynk that 
they ſhall departe without confeſſion tothe 
pꝛieſte, without receyuing of the ſacrament 
of the aultar, and the laſte anneplynge. Vea 
and ſuch maner of ſapinges we here ſpoken 
of very many, he dyed lyke a chꝛiſten man, 
he was foure tymes confeſſed befoꝛe deth, 
and receyued all the rites of the churche. 
On the other ſyde, we take vp our hande, 
and bleſſe vs, if we here that any man dyed 
without them. This ſurely is a chꝛiſtẽ mans 
part, to wyſhe, that he maye lacke none of 
the ſacramentes. Foꝛ they be great ſolacies 
and comfoꝛtes of the mynd, and helpynges 
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ges of oure beleue, and it belongeth to the 
ſynceritie and purenes ofa Chꝛiſten man, to 
accomplyſhe (yf he maye) all iuſtic e: But it 
apperteyneth moꝛe to a Chꝛiſten manne to 
wyſhe for faith and charitie, without which 
the other do nothinge auayle. But by theſe 
out warde thynges we ought not to iuge a⸗ 
ny per ſon, onles we certaynely knowe that 
they were omitted 7 not donc, by contempt, 
oꝛ which is as yll, by negligence, Surcly 9 
doubte not, but that many neyther aſſoyled 
of the pꝛeſt, not their maker recepued, not 
ancyled, nor yet burycd, after the rytcs 
of the churche, haue gone to cuerlaſtynge 
ioye and blys, where as ſome other, after 
all the ceremonies of the church ſolemnely 
done, and alſo buried in the churche next to 
the hyghe aulter, be caried downe to helle. 
Let them be in ſtede of an example, whiche 
ſodeynly do peryſhe by tempeſte ofthe ſee, 
oꝛ by punyſhment of lawes, or cls by ſome 
ſodeyne ſyckenes. wherfoꝛe vnto ſuch per- 
ſons muſt be added a confidence andtruſté, 
to thentent that they maye certenly beleue, 
that they be no leſſe aſſoyled, than yf they 
were confeſſed to the pꝛeſte, noꝛ that they 
receyue no leſſe ſpiritual grace, thã yf they 
bad receyued the body of Chuſt, ⁊ the laſte 
anneylyng. Only let them haue (as Y haue 
ſayd befoꝛe) an ardent and bꝛennynge _ 
an 
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anda prompt wyl and deſire. That if a pꝛeſt 
may be gottcn,7 the violence of the ſicknes 
wil not ſuffce a ful and an hole cõfeſſion that 
ſhuld require many wordcs: with an inward 
ſubmiſſion of hert let hym confeſſe hym ſclf 
to be all togither a ſynner, and deſyꝛe of the 
pꝛeſt abſolution with a meke hert, and with 
a full confidence let him thynke hym ſelf aſs 
ſoyled. Soo ofte as neceſſitie excludeth vs 
frome the thinges that we couet, god of his 
goodnes accepteth the deſyꝛe of the mynd. 
wherfoꝛe they, which in this ſtate of thin= 
ges doo trouble and vexe the man with ge⸗ 
nerall confeſſion, oꝛ with often rcherſall of 
bis confeſſpon, with paynfull dyſcuſſynge 
of the circumſtaunces, with the repetinge 
of euery offence commytted. whether they 
do a godly thinge J canne not tell, ſurely in 
my iugement ther do athinge out of ſcaſon, 
Than ſuffy ſeth one, ⁊ that ſortc, but a ſyn⸗ 
cere and pure confeſſion of the pꝛincipall 


crymes, whiche comcth to a mans mynde, 


oꝛ if that can not be, a bꝛennynge affection T7 
deſyꝛe of confeſſion, Moꝛe ouer, yf any mi 
bath done hym any offence, let hym foꝛgiue 
the vengeaunce therof with his holle hart, 
If he be vnworthye of foꝛgyueneſſe, yet 
Thꝛiſte is worthye, for whoſe fake thon 
oughteſt laye downe the affection of auen⸗ 
groge. Let hym not thcnne here recompte 
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howe greatly he hath ben hurt of this man 
oꝛ of that man, but howe many offences he 
hym ſelfe requyꝛeth to be foꝛgiuen and par⸗ 
doned of god. f he hath offended any man 
lette hym go about as moche as he may to 
be reconciled vnto hym. If the other wyll 
not be at one, and foꝛgyue, lette hym pꝛaye 
god to ſende hym a better mynde. He bym 
ſelfe in as moche as he bath done all that in 
hym lyeth, is excuſed befoꝛe god. Gf good 
woꝛkes be required, there is no wark mo2e 
able to purchaſe the mercy of god,than fox 
Jeſus Lhuſtis ſake, (and accoꝛdyng to the 
example of hym, whiche hangynge on the 
croſſe, prayed foꝛtheym, by whome he was 
putte to deathe, and of whom he was with 
ſpiteful ſcoꝛnes vpbꝛaided)hartily and fre⸗ 
ly to foꝛgyue what fo euer men haue ſynned 
agaynſt vs. And Ycanne not ſay, whether 
there be any warke moꝛe harde and vneaſy 


to be done: and therfoꝛe pꝛincipally it is to 


be deſyꝛed of god. But yet to this helpeth 
the very ſelfe ſyckenes, whyche bꝛeakethe 
the very wylde fyerſenes of the humayne 
ſpyrite, and maketh it moꝛe ſupple and caſy 
to forgyuc. 

Here it is the partes of them that be with 
the. ſycke perſon, to dꝛyue from him the cõ- 
mune affection, whereby many thynke, that 
deathe is made to come the ſooner by con⸗ 
: feſſion, 
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keſſion, houſelynge, and anneylynge: And 
lette theym perſuade the ſpcke man rather 
(as the thyng is in dede) that by theſe mea⸗ 
nes there is moꝛe hope to recouer helthe, 
eyther bycauſe, that a ſpcke mynd doubleth | 
the ſooꝛe, oꝛ bycauſe that not ſeldome the 1 
ſycknes of the body, cometh of the minde, „ 
oꝛ finally bycauſe that god ſooner wyl here 4 
the requeſtes and prayers fo: hym that is 1 
reconciled, than foꝛ an vnrecõciled perſon. | 
Surthcrmozeit1is their partes to gette fox 
the ſycke man ſuche a pꝛieſt as hath a lernid 
tongue, that he may with his communycas 
tion of wordcs, ſuſteyne and comfoꝛte the 
wery ſycke man, and whiche ſo can modes 
rate his woꝛdes, that neyther by ouer moch 
flatterie he deceyueth the ſycke perſonne, 
noꝛ by vnſeaſonable auſteritie and ſſarpnes 
he caſt hym not into deſperation, Nor breke Eſai. 42. 
notthe broken ſtaffe,nor quench not the ſma 
kynge flaxe. Foꝛ in eyther behalf many men 
offende. No: let them not raſhely lette into 
the ſycke man, all maner of pꝛiſtes, but theſe 
onely,by whoſe ſpechc he may be releued. 
Thoſe perſons let them dꝛyne out of ſight, 
the whoſe ſyght maye rcnewe the affection 
of ſynnynge vnto the ſyck man, as his com⸗ 
paignyons, oꝛ of foule pleaſures, oꝛ of dy⸗ 
cynge, oꝛ his moꝛtall cnnemyes . 
The phiſitians helpe, let hym neyther des 
ſpyſe 
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ſpiſe vtterly, noꝛ haue to moche confidence 
therin. Lette his chiefe hoope be fyred in 
god, whiche as he oncly dyd ty2ſt putte the 
ſoule in the body, ſo hc onely taketh it cat, 
whan he wpll. Otherwhyles yet the phiſi⸗ 
tian is to be ſent for, leſte we ſeme to tempt 
god, namely in ſodayne diſeaſes, that kylle 
out of hande, whiche, of the phi:ytians be 
callyd Morbi acuti. Lette the muititude of 
phiſitians be put out, not onely fo: that that 
likewiſe as it is ſayde by a pꝛouerbe of the 
grekes, That the multitude of rulcrs 7 go-⸗ 
uernours diſtroyed the countrey of Catia, 
ſoo many tymes the multitude of phiſitions 
kyll many ſycke men, but alſo that theyꝛ of⸗ 
fycious and buſy cure, whyle that one coun⸗ 
ſayleth one thynge, and an nother an other 
thynge, and eche deſyꝛeth at the perylle of 
an nother to be compted very wiſe, and by 
that meancs medic ines be heaped ypon me 
dycines, it commeth than to paſſe, that the 
ſycke manne hath noo leyſure iuſtelpe and 
fully to regarde the mattiers concernynge 
his ſowlc helthe. Doubtleſſe, whan perylle 
commeth oucrfaſtc vppon, the moſte yaly= 
ant and ſtrongeſt comfoꝛtes muſt be giuen, 
at whiche tyme, many do flatter hym, that is 
in the departyng, ye and many flatter them 
ſelues with vulgar remedies of none effect, 
as whan one Cotnſayicth hym, to comande 
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bis executours to bury hym inthe coofe of 
ſuche oꝛ ſuche friers oꝛ monkes, oꝛ to make 
an auowe to god, that if he recouer, he wyl 
be pꝛofeſſed in the oꝛder of the monkes of 
Charterhowſe. why is not the ſycke man 
rather monyſhed to abſteyne frome ſuche 
maner of vowes, durynge thc tyme of his 
ſycknes, and that it is ſufficient, if he pours 
poſe to chaunge his lyfe into better: and as 
t ouchynge the fourme of lyuynge, let hym 
delyberate with hym ſclfe, whan he is hole 
and free from perturbations and feare. For 
a foolyſſhe promyſe, diſpleaſeth god. And 
that is foolyſhe, whiche feare extoꝛteth of 
a diſtourbed mynde. An other ſaythe, Dye 
without dꝛede, J within the ſpace of a pere 
wyll go to lHieruſalem forthe : oꝛ, J wylle 
crepe on my bare knees to ſaynt James: oz 
G wyll go into ſaynt Patrikes purgatozye, 
whiche is in Jreland. I knewe a woman of 
noble byꝛthe and of high pꝛudence, whiche 
by teſtamente deuyſed to a pꝛieſte a good 
ſomme of monep, to ſynge maſſe dayly, du- 
rig the ſpace of a ycre at Rome, as though 
the maſſes at Rome were of moꝛe holyncs 
than the maſſes of Englande. And yet that 
money had ben better beſtowed, if ſhe had 
bound that prieſt neuer to go to Rome. Foꝛ 
G know the perſon very well, whom J iuge 
rather to do ſacrifice to Aenus than to god. 
Other 
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Other ſome exhoꝛt him to bye all the good 
dedes of ſome houſe of religion, oꝛ of ſome 
o2der, g deny not, but there is gret comfort 
in the communion of holy men: but pet ne⸗ 
uertheleſſe, whether god wyll allowe and 
ratifie ſuche contractes, ꝗ doubt. After my 
ſentence it is a moꝛe redy remedy ageinſte 
deſperation, to putte befoꝛe the eies of the 
ſycke perfonc, the communton oz parte tas 
kynge of the holle church, which ſpꝛedeth 
very far re, conteynyng all the good menne 
from the begynnynge of the woꝛlde, which 
haue pleaſed god: In whiche company be 
alſo the aungelles. This hole feclawſhyppe 
and fratermte, with theyꝛ vowes and prays 
ers dothc helpe the paciente, lokynge for a 
gloꝛious victoꝛie. why than ſhulde he caſte 
away his buckelar, whiche hath ſoo manye 
companies ſuccouryng hym? gf the prayer 
of one religious honſe,cauſeth the man to 
hope, in this numbꝛe be al houſes. I ſpeake 
not this, to thentent, that it auayleth not to 
require the pꝛayers of certayn men, oz that 
the pꝛayers of few be not pꝛofitable, name⸗ 
ly yt᷑ they come of a chꝛiſten andi free chas 
rtie, dut that to ſtyꝛe and pluck vp the hope 
of the ſycke man, the contemplation of the 
vniuerſall churche is of greatter ſtrength. 
Foꝛ by this way his hart ſhall be moꝛe con⸗ 
firmed. But the moſte puiſant ſolace of all, 
81S ne⸗ 
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is neuer to remoue the eyes of faith frome 
Chꝛiſt, whiche gyueth him ſelfe holly vnto 
vs, whome we haue a ſuter foꝛ vs vnto god, 
which neuer ceſſeth crienge, Come to me al 
ye that labour and be burdened, and I wil eaſe 
you. In the hollownes of this rock, let him 
b yde hym, into this per ſones woundes, let 
thc ſycke man crepe, and he ſhaibe ſure fro 
Satanas. whether to fo cuter that wyly ſer- 
pent plucket away his mynde, let hym al⸗ 
wayes haue his eyes to that bꝛaſen ſerpent 
fixed on a hyghe pole, to the conte mplatiõ 
of whiche, Paule calleth backe agayne the 
Galatees, whiche foꝛ none other cauſe be- 
gan to wauer, than that they turned their 
cies from the crucifixe. The vt nemous bya 
tynges of the fleynge ſpirues ial not noye 
bym, ef fayth with vnmouynge eres behol⸗ 
deth that ſigne of cuerlaſipng helth. Chꝛiſt 
hangynge on the croſſe is a ſigne ot triũph, 
a ligne of victoꝛie, a ſigne of euerlaſtynge 
gloꝛpe. for oure ſakes he fought, for oure 
ſakes he ouercame, foꝛ our ſakes he wanne 
the triumphe, only ſo that we haue the eyes 
of our fayth intentyue and wakynge here⸗ 
vpon. In humayne warres it is no lytel help 
to victoꝛie (which thinge Alcibiades prays 
ſeth in Socrates } neuer to wynke. But in 
this conflyct, which we haue with our ſpiri⸗ 
tuall cunemy, the hole hope of the victoꝛye 
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is in the eyes. But there is moche dinerſi- 
tie in the two batayles. Foꝛ in the mundane 
warres it muſte be marked on euerye ſyde 
with intentife eyes, what the ennemy doth: 
but in this battayle we muſtc be blynde and 
deafe at the aſſautes of the deuyll, and only 
haue our eyes fyxed to the ſpgne of grace, 
2 our eares lyfte vp to the voyce of our res 
demer. Satanas caſtcth tho thynges into 
our myndes, which hepe vp the ire of god: 
But Chꝛiſt hanginge on the croſſe, ſeweth 
tokens of mercy, The dyucl barketh ayciilt 
ps ſuch thinges as wold brynge wan downe 
to deſperation, Chꝛiſte ſpeapeth the thinge 
that pluckcth man vp to hope. Foꝛ fayth as 
it bath eyes, ſo alſo it hath carcs. The holy 
goſte requireth of the ſoule both theſe two 

ſenſes, whiche ſaythe in the. xliiii. Pſalme, 

Audi filia, & vide, & incline aurẽ tuam. Har- 

Ken daughter, and ſee, and incline thyne eare. 

Harken that thy ſpouſe byddeth and com⸗ 

maundeth, and ſee what he pꝛamyſeth And 

yf that it ſhall ſeme inconuenient, 7 a thinge 

not lykelp, that ſo great a felicitie is pꝛepa- 

red foꝛ them, whyche ſet their truſte in our 
loꝛde Jeſu, inclyne thyn eare, that the thins 
ges which paſſe mans wytte and reaſon, fox 
this ſelf conſyderation thou mayſt well be⸗ 
leue, bycauſe it is the loꝛde, which hath proce 
myſed it, whoſe mercy is no leſſe 9 1 — 
en⸗ 
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henſyble, than is almightines, Of theſe ego 
res maketh mention the. lxxxiiu. Pſalme. I 
wil heare what the lorde ſpeketh in me. Har⸗ 
ken not, what in the, ſpeketh the fleſy, what 
the dyuel, what mas reaſon:foꝛ they ſpeake 
nothing but deſperatiõ, but heare what the 
loꝛde ſpeaketh in the. For he ſpeketh peace 
pnto his communaltie. The churcheis the 
communaltie of the loꝛde, a nation peculiar, 
and the pcople of acquiſitiõ: be thou of this 
people, and thou ſhalt heare the loꝛde ſpea⸗ 
kinge thinges of peace. It foloweth., And 
vpon his ſayntes, Pere agayne mans infir⸗ 
mitie falleth downe crienge, I am a damned 
perſone, Alas, J am all laden with ſynnes, 
what felawſhyp haue g with ſayntes oꝛ ho⸗ 
ly men? But he ſayth not, Vpon the holy mẽ 
of the lawe or of Moyſes, but vpon his holy 
ones. lis holy ones be they, whom he hath 
ſanctified by his ſonne. gf thy mynde be not 
quicted, harken what foloweth, And vpon 
them that be conuerted to their hart. Do not 
weye the greatnes of thy crimes, onely re⸗ 
pent, and thou ſhalt heare the loꝛde ſpeking 
within the, peace. A woꝛde of peace was 
that which was ſpokẽ to that notoꝛious ſin⸗ 
full woman, Thy faithe hath ſaued the, go in 
eace. Saye with Dauid, but ſaye with thy 
— ,Peccaui domino, Ihaue treſpaſſed the 
loxde, pith thoſe two woꝛdes thou ſhalte 
5 i turne 


Audiam 
quid in me 
loquatur 
dominus. 


Et ſuper 
ſanctos 
ſuos. 


Sanctos 
ſuos. 


Et in eos 
qui con⸗ 

uertuntur 
ad cor. 
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turnc the pꝛepared and redy vengeance ins 
to morcy. Such cares had he, which ſaith, 
Sacrifice for my ſinne thou haſt not required, 
but eares thou haſt made perſite vnro me. Of 
the eyes ſpeaketh the.ru. pſalme, Illuminate 
myne eyes, leaſte at anye tyme Ifloumbrein 
deathe, leaſt my ennemy ſhulde ſaye, I haue 
prenayled againſt him. Thou ſeeſt here, that 
victoꝛye is inthe eyes, rather thanne in the 
handcs. Dcathe obſcurcth the eyes of the 
body, but there ſhall be no cauſe why oure 
ennemy ſhall gloꝛy and triumphe vppon vs, 
ſo lõge as faith ſheweth lyght in the mynd, 
neuer mouynge the eyes from Lhuſt, that 
was crucyfyed. Vea this hole Pſalme goth 
about nothinge elles, but by the contempla⸗ 
tion of the diuine mercy to reſuſcyte ⁊ rayſe 
vp agayne, man that is in agony and in dan- 
ger of deſperation. And therfo:c it folo- 
weth, They that trouble me, ſhall joye, ytI 
be moued : that is to ſay, if J wauer in faith. 
Thou heareſt a great peryll, but take a ſo- 
ucrayne remedye, Bur Ihaue truſted in thy 
mercy. But howe cometh the hope of mer⸗ 
cy? My harte ſhall reioyſe in thy ſaluatory, 
I ſhall ſynge in pꝛayſe of the loꝛde, whiche 
hath done me good. The ſaluatoꝛie oꝛ Sa- 
up of god, is Chꝛiſt, noꝛ there is none other 
name, in which we oughtto be ſaued: as it 
is ſayd in the fourth chapter of the —_ . 
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So great vertue hath the contemplatton of 
Ehuſt, which was crucified for vs, that de- 
fpcrationis tourned into hope, ⁊ hope into 
gladnes. And he which befoꝛe nyghe to des 
ſperation ſayd : They which trouble me, ſhal 
reioyſe, yf I be moued, now ſayth, Mp hart 
Mall reioyſe in thy ſaluatoryc . Thou baſte 
hard victoꝛy, now here the triumphe. J wil 
ſynge to the loꝛde, which hath gyuen good 
thinges vnto me. who hathe not his owne 
good dedes to ſynge, let him ſyng the good 
dedes, whiche god graunteth frely by his 
ſonne. f we haue truſte in oure owne good 
dedes, our aduerſary wil therof reioyſe, but 
yf in the loꝛde ge ſu we fyxe the ſhote ancre 
of hope, our ennemye will ſhꝛynke, lyke as 
the apoſtel reioyſing, ſaith in the. vui.chap⸗ 
ter to the Romans, If god be for vs, who is 
againſte vs? He alſo whiche ſpared not his 
owne ſonne, but foꝛ vs all delyucred hym to 
the Jewes, howe will he not alſo with hym 
gyue all thinges vnto vs? who ſal! make a⸗ 
ny complaint oꝛ accuſation againſt the elect 
of god? God is he that iuſtifyeth, who is he 
that condempnethꝰ? By this polycie ⁊ meas 
nes it is ſo brought aboute, that ſoadeynely 
thinges ſhall be tourncd and toſſed vp ſerte 
downe, and by the helpe of Chꝛiſte he ſhall 
beare awaye the victoꝛy, whiche ſemed des 
ſperate, and the ennemy beynge diſcomfy= 
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ted and repelled, ſhall ſnꝛinke away, which 
began right now to triũphe. This vndoub⸗ 
tedly is the victoꝛy of faith, of whych ſaynt 
Johñ ſpeaketh in the. v. Epiſtle, All that is 
engendred of god, ouercometh the worlde, 
and this is the victory, which ouercometh the 
worlde, our fayth. But who is he, the whis 
che vanquyſheth the world, but he that be⸗ 
leueth, that geſus is the ſonne of god, whõ 
the father wolde that he ſhoulde be a ſacri- 
fyce forthe ſynnes of all mankynde? Jn this 
degre ſo longe as the ſould your of Lhuſte 
ſtandeth, howe moche ſo euer that our en- 
nemy the dyuell leapeth aboute, how moch 
ſo euer he inuadeth ys, we can not be oucrs 
come. But in this ſupꝛeme and laſt battayle 
the ennemye to his rttermoſtc powers at⸗ 
tempteth to bꝛynge the ſycke man into deſ⸗ 
peration, which is amonge all crymes moſt 
greuous. And therfoꝛe than in eſpeciall, re⸗ 
ſyſtence muſt be made on the contrary ſyde. 
with all laboure and meanes, ſoo that the 
ſycke perſonne be moued, taught, and per⸗ 
ſwaded, to all ſuche thynges that mayc in⸗ 
duce and bꝛynge him to hope, and confirme 
his mynde. 

To this thinge ſhall hclpc the ymage of 
the crucifixe layde right agaynſt his eyes, 
which may euer among renewe the infirme 
mynde of the ſycke. And alſo the gnome 
ortyo 
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of tho ſayntes, in whome oure loꝛde wolde 
haue a memoꝛial oꝛ monument of his boun⸗ 
tie and mercyto be notoꝛiſed 7 publyſſhed: 
as of MMarye Magdalene, of Peter, wes 
pinge after he had denyed our loꝛqe, and of 
ſuche lyke , After this the rcherſall of plas 
ces of holy ſcriptures, which do ſet forthe 
vnto vs the immenſe mercye of god, z chas 
ritic towarde mankynde, but namely tho 
thinges, which our loꝛde Jeſus for the ſal⸗ 
uation of the woꝛlde voucheſafed bothe to 
do and to ſuffre. There be innumerable ſuch 
places, which maye bꝛynge great ⁊ ſtronge 
comfoꝛte to a feble and wauerynge myndc. 
Foꝛ in this article of deathe the deuyll hea⸗ 
peth vp to mannes mynde all that euer may 
extynguyſhe oꝛ put forth the ſparke of faith 
and of hope. He maketh ſuggeſtion, how 
great the mateſte and iuſtice of god is, whiz 
che ſo often hathe bene neglected ⁊ defows 
led. He amplyfyeth the ſoftnes and bountt- 
fulnes of hym, that ſo oft hath bene negle- 
cted and retected, detoꝛtynge and wiaſting 
that ſelfe thinge fot a pꝛofe of deſperation, 
which ought to nouryſhe hope of foꝛgyue⸗ 
neſſe. He putteth in mynde ſo manye veres 
euyll ſpent, ſo many occaſiõs omytted, whis 
che exhoꝛted to well doynge, ⁊ yfany thing 
were ryghtcly done, he depꝛaueth it, and 
fclaundcrouſly conſtreweth it to the worſt, 
F ili Be 


PREPARATION 


He tempteth alſo and aſſayeth the faythe of 
the man, to thentent he myght doubt of the 
authoꝛitie of ſcriptures, ⁊ of the artycles, 
which that the church hath taught vs, pꝛõ⸗ 
ptyng into our myndes, the reaſons of ph1- 
loſophcrs, and of heretykes, and perplexe 
and doubtfull queſtions, of the creation and 
redemption of the wozlde, of the immoꝛta⸗ 
lytie of ſoules, of the reſurrectiõ of bodyes, 
of Lhufte , whether he was trewe god and 
man, of the ſacramẽtes ofthe church, what 
ſtrength they haue, of the pꝛeſcience 7 pres 
deſtination of god, wꝛaſtyng and wꝛything 
all thinges to diſtruſte and deſperation, des 
ꝓꝛauinge alſo the teſtimonies of ſcriptures 
to the ſame purpoſe, whiche thinge he pꝛe⸗ 
ſumed to do allo vpon our loꝛde, the author 
of ſcriptures. Beſyde this, theſe thinges 
do helpe our aduerſary in this behalfe, as it 
were by occaſton, that is to wet, the peyn= 
fulneſſe of the ſyckenes, the dꝛede of death, 
the hoꝛrour of hell, and the naturall weak 
neſſe of the mynde, and heuyneſſe of harte, 
which the greuous ſicknes cauſeth. wher s 
fore to this inclination the ennemy is redye 
in his aſſawtes, woꝛkinge all craft, and lays 
enge all his oꝛdynaunces and engyns, to 
thꝛowe and dꝛyue to the ground, the weake 
and wauerynge perſonne. But in lyke wyle 
as with ſynnes a man ouaht not to ſtruggle, 

but 
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but from conſyderation of theym to tourne 
awaye his mynde to the grace of Chꝛiſt, ſo 
with the deuyll we ſhoulde not diſpute , but 
whan he ſuggeſteth and caſteth into mans 
mynde wycked and vngodly thynges, he 
muſt ſay to hym, Abi retro Satana, Go backe 
Satanas. Gt is not lefuil foꝛ me to doubte of 
tho thinges, which the churche, inſtructed 
by the holy goſte, bath taught, and it is al⸗ 
ſo ſufficient to beleue tho thinges, which J 
can not attaync with my wytte. They tell a 
certayne thinge, not out of holy ſcripture, 
but neuertheleſſe to the mattier that we go 
now about it is ſufficientely accommodate 2 
mete, of two, whome the dyuell at tyme of 
their deth tempted of their beleue: the one 
was lerned in hiloſophie, the other was 
nothinge but a CThꝛiſten man, rude and vns 
lerned:he aſſayled the fyꝛſt, how he beleued 
whether that Chꝛiſt was god and mã, whe- 
ther that he was boꝛn of a virgin, and whe⸗ 
ther be beleued the generall reſurrection. 
And began with reaſons of Philoſophie to 
demonſtrate, that it was impoſſible to ioyne 
tho thinges in one, betwixt whiche there is 
no agreance, as betwyxt fynite and infynite, 
create and increate. Furthermoꝛe that it is 
againſt nature, that a virgyn ſhulde bꝛynge 
forth a childe without carnal knowledge of 
man, noꝛ that (accozdynge to Ariſtotellthe 
pꝛince 
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Pꝛynce of the Philoſophers ) there can be 
no returne frome puuation to the habyte. 
what nedeth mo wordes © The man waucs 
red, and was conuicte, and the dyuell de- 
parted a victour. The other rude man, whã 
the dynel aſned him how he beleued of this 
and of that thynge, he aunſwered him with 
a cõpendious way, &s the church bcleueth, 
Agayne whan he obiected, howe dothe the 
churche beleue? Marye quod he, as I be- 
leue. How doſt thou beleue? As the church 
beleueth How beleucth the church? As g 
beleue, Frome this rude ⁊ vnpꝛepared man 
to diſputations, but with ſymple fayth ſta⸗ 
ble and ſtedfaſt : the goſtly ennemy depar- 
ted vanquyſhed. This aunſwere is good ys 
noughe, to confounde and dꝛyue awaye the 
ſubtyll and craftye ennemy the dyuell. But 
chiefly it is good in obſcure and doubtefull 
cauſes and matters. As yf the ennemy wpll 
ſuggeſt, oꝛ ſome other captious felaw, how 
maye it be, that in thꝛe perſones there ſhuld 
be one god, and one eſſencie in numbꝛe? and 
alſo by whatte meanes they be diſtincte the 
one from the other? Let him make anſwere 
thus, Euen as the churche beleueth. How 
can all one bodye be in dyuers places, all at 
one tyme? Aud how in the Sacramente of 

the aulter maye the trewe body of a man be 

conteyned in ſo lytell a ſpace? Let you ans 
were 
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ſwere, as the church beleueth. Agayn what 
maner of fyꝛe is in hell, z how can a bodyly 
thing be an agent in an vnbodyly ſubſtance? 
let him anſwere, as the church beleueth. Oꝛ ; 
yf any thinge is to be anſweread, let him ans 
ſwere with fewe woꝛdes, eyther out of the | 
Crede, (which dayly ought to be reherſed | 
vnto the ſicke man) oꝛ out of holy ſcripture, 
oꝛ els by the ſpirite of faith. Jf Satan hea⸗ ; 
pcth vp the greatnes of his ſynnes , let him 
turne hym to god and ſay, Auerte faciem tuã 
a peccatis meis. Turne thy face loꝛde frome 
my ſinnes, ⁊ loke vpon the face of thy ſonne A difpus 
Chꝛiſt Jeſus. Dyuell. The noumbꝛe of thy atyon 
ſynnes do paſſe the grauell of the ſee. Man. betwyrte 
But yet the mercye of god is mote plentu⸗ the Dys 
ous, Dyuell. How doeſt thou truſt to haue a fell and 
rewarde of riggtwyſenes, which art all vn⸗ the ſycke 
rightwyſe:? Mi. 2Þy rightwyſnes is Chꝛiſt. man 
Dyuell. Shalt thou whiche art all beclad in fy 
wyckedneſſe, go with Peter and Paule, to 1 
euerlaſtynge blyſſe? Man. No, but with the | 
thefe, to whome it was ſayde on the croſſe: 

This daye thouſhalt be with me in Paradyſe. Luc. 23. 

Dyuel.tÞow haſt thou this truſt, which haſt 

done nothinge that is good? Man. Bycauſe 

J haue a good loꝛde, an intreatable tudge, 

and a gracious aduocate. Dyuell. Thou 4 

ſhalt be haled downe to hell. Man. My heed 10 

is in heuen. Dyuell. Thou ſhalt be ay” oY 4 
an, 5 
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PREPARATION 
Man. Thou art a barratour, and a fals hars 
lot, no iudge, a damned fende, no damnour. 
Dyuell, Many legions of dyuels wayte for 
thy ſoule. Man. I ſhoulde deſpaire, af G had 
not a pꝛotectour, which hath oucrcom pour 
ty:anny. Dyuell. God is not iuſte, if for thy 
euyll dedes he gyueth the euerlaſting lyfe. 
Man. Napy, he is iuſte that kepeth his pꝛo- 
miſes: and g, longe ſythen, haue appelcd 
frome his iuſtice vnto his mercye. Dyuell. 
Thou flattereſte thy ſelfe with vayne hope. 
Man. He that is verite can not lye, it is thy 
p2operte to be falſe of promyſes. Dyuelle. 
Thou ſeeſt what thou lcaueſt behynde, but 

what thou ſhalt haue thou ſceſt not. Manne. 

The thinges that be ſene, be tempoꝛall, and 
the thinges that be not ſene, be euerlaſting, 
and he ſeeth, and moꝛe than ſeeth, whiche 
ſurely and ſtedfaſtly beleueth. Dyuel. Thou 
departeſt hence laden with euyll dedes and 
naked of good dedes. Man. J will praye to 

the loꝛde, that he wyll dyſcharge me of my 
euyls, and clothe me in his good thinges. 

Dyuell. But god heareth not ſynners. Man. 
But he heareth penitentes, and for ſynncrs 

he dyed. Dyuell. Thy repentance is to late, 

Man. Jt was not to late vnto the thefe. Dy⸗ 

uell. The thefes faithe was ſtedfaſte, thyne 

wauereth. Man. J wyll pꝛaye to the loꝛde, 

that he will encreaſe my faith. Dyuel. oo 

doe 
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doeſte falſely perſwade thy ſelfe, that thou 
baſte amercyfull loꝛde, which with ſo many 
cuyls vexeth and punyſſhcth the. Man. He 
healeth as a louynge phiſition. Dyuell. why 
than wolde he that thy deathe ſhoulde be ſo 
bytter* Man. It is the loꝛde, he can not wil, 
but that thinge which is good. why ſhulde 
I, an vnpꝛofytable ſeruaunt, refuſe to ſuffre 
the thinge, that the loꝛde of gloꝛp bath ſuf⸗ 
fred? Dyuell, gt is a wꝛetched thing to dye. 
M3, Bleſſed be they, which dye in the loꝛd. 
Dyuell. But the deathe of ſynners is euyll. 
Man. Bec ccaſſeth to be a ſynner, which with 
hope of mcrcy acknowlegeth hym ſelf for a 
ſynner. Dyvell , Thou leaueſt this woꝛlde. 
Man. Frome hcuy exyle JY departe into my 
natiue countrepe. Dyuell. Thou le aueſt bes 
hynde the many great commodities ⁊ good 
thinges. Man. But many mo cuyllthinges, 
Dyuell. Thou leaueſt thy rycheſſe. Manne. 
They be other mens that g leaue, g beare 
myne with me. Dyuel. what doſt thou bere, 
ſyth thou haſt no goodnes in the? Mã. That 
is trewly myne, which the loꝛde bath frely 
gyuen me. Dynell. Thou foꝛſakeſt wyfe and 
childerne. Man. They be the loꝛdes, JI cõ⸗ 
myt them vnto bym. Dyuell , It is an harde 
thinge to be plucked away from the derely 
beloued. Man. within ſhort ſpace they ſhall 
folow me. Dyuell. From thy ſwete 1 
1208 
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thou arte ſundered. Manne. G go to ſweter 
frendes, 

Gnas moche as the moſte wyly and ſubtill 
ennemy, whome he can not dꝛawe to deipe⸗ 
ratio, cntyſcth and ſolliciteth them to a truſt 
and confidence in them ſelfes: to thentent 
that who he can not thwuſt down hcedlong, 
be maye bꝛimge pp ona beyght,and ſo con⸗ 
founde them: thcerforc againft this no ſmal 
daungier, the ſycke man muſt be armed, de- 
fended, and pꝛotected. Lykewyſe alſo as 
againſte the daungier of deſperation, it is a 
right ſure ⁊ ſtronge defence, the moꝛe that 
the dyuell depꝛeſſeth man by the conſcience 
of bis ſynnes , the mote to lyftc vp him ſelfe 
with the hope of goddis mercy 7 myſticall 
ſocietie with Lhuſt: ſo againſte the ieoper⸗ 
dy of arrogancy, it ſhalbe a pꝛeſent and re⸗ 
dy remedy, to abiect and humiliate hym ſelf 
with conſyderation of his owne weakenes. 


Foꝛ who ſo euer in Chꝛiſt is ſtrong ⁊ haute, 


and in hym ſelfe humble and abiect, can nei⸗ 
ther be thꝛowen downe of Satanas, noꝛ yet 
confounded. Suche a certayne thinge we 
rede in the olde cronycles of ſapnt Anton 
the monke, whome the dyuell aſſauted by a 
thouſand mcanes , and yet he coulde neuer 
ouercome hym. On a certayne tyme, whan 
that he had wꝛought and done all the poly⸗ 
cies and ſubtylneſſe that he coulde m— 
an 
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and all in vayne, he confeſſed hym ſelf to be 
conuict and vanquyſſhed , ſayenge thus: J 
labour all in vayne, foꝛ pf I deiecte the, and 
ſhewe the thy vnwoꝛthyneſſe, thou docſt as 
uaunce and lyftvp thy ſelfe: and pf g extoll 
the, thou humbleſt and depꝛeſſeſt thy ſelfe. 
wherfoꝛe accoꝛdinge to the exaumple of 
ſaynt Antony, if the dyuell ſaye, Thou arte 
woꝛthy to ſyt amonge the hyghe ſeraphical 
ſayntes in heauen, than let the ſycke manne 
make anſwere, My worthynes is nothing, 
but that J acknowlege my vnwoꝛthyneſſe. 
Dyuell. Moche haſt thou pꝛayed, thou haſt 
faſted moche, thou haſt led a ſtreyght and a 
ſharp lyfe, thou haſt delt moche to the pore 
people. Man. All that thou ſheweſte of me, 
the dampned Þhariſces do the ſame. gf any 
maner of good woꝛke hath come from me, 
it is the loꝛdes and not myne . Dyuell. But 
thou art pure frõ thoſe vices, which raigne 
in bym 02 in him. Man. g haue then cauſe to 
gyue thankes to the loꝛde, ⁊ not to loue mp 
ſelfe. fot onles the loꝛdes mercy had pꝛo⸗ 
tected me, and yf that lyke tẽtation had fal⸗ 
len vpon me, I ſhulde haue committed the 
ſame, oꝛ cls moꝛe greuous. 
C with ſuche pꝛaty anſwers the ſycke man 
muſt be armed, (hott and redy againſte the 
croked ſuggeſtions of the dyuell. Enſaums 
ples of holy men muſte be called to mpnde, 
but 
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but ſpecially of ſuche ,in whome a notable 
mercy ofthe loꝛde hathe bene declared, as 
in Dauyd, whiche augmented the ſynne of 
adulter with manſlaughtcr , and with two 
woꝛdes he eſcaped vengeance: in the Rys 
niuites, in Achab, in the pꝛodygall ſonne, in 
the publicane, whoſe right wyſenes the loꝛd 
pꝛeferred before the phariſaicall holynes: 
in Mary Magdalene, to mhom the loꝛde 
ſayde, thy ſynnes be foꝛgyuen the: in the a= 
uoutrous woman, to whom it was ſayd, Go 
and ſynne no moꝛe: in Peter, whiche thuſe 
denyed our loꝛde: in Paule, which dyd pers 
ſecute the church of god, bynding and kil⸗ 
lynge all that pꝛofeſſed the name of our loꝛd 
Jeſus : in Cypꝛiane, which of a ſouthſaper 
was made a marty: : and in many other mo, 
which from their ydolatry, from blaſphemy 
from horrible crymes, thꝛough their faith 
in Chꝛiſt atteyned mercy and crownes. To 
exclude deſperation, ⁊ rayſe hope, the ſcri- 
ptures of the newe teſtament be moꝛe apte 
than the ſcriptures of the olde. Noꝛ it is no 
wonder, Moyſes feared the gewes with 
commaundementes, Chꝛiſte comfoꝛted all 
men by fayth and grace. The holy ſcriptu⸗ 
res haue not onely exaumples, but alſo ſay⸗ 
enges very many, partly which caſt on men 
8g dꝛede, partly which comfort the ferefull. 
Foꝛ vpontheſe two thinges in maner al 5 
bokes 
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bokes of the pꝛophetes do renne, heapinge 
vp vnto them that turne awaye frome god, 
the vengeance of god: and agayne amply⸗ 
fyenge the mercye of god to theym that be 
conuerted to repentaunce. Eyther of theſe 
medicines is holſome, if it be taken wyſely 
and in place. Thoſe that be terrible, and put 
men in fere, muſt be miniſtred to hole in bo⸗ 
dy and ſycke in ſoule, wylde and dꝛonken in 
the pꝛoſperitie of this woꝛlde, oꝛ caſt into a 
ſlepe with the delytes of this woꝛlde, as it 
were with the herbe called Mandrake: to 
the entente that as by takynge of HHellebo - 
rus they maye be brought into their ryghte 
wyttes : oꝛ by takynge the herbe Braſſica, 
called Cole, they may returne to ſobrenes: 
oꝛ myghtely crred on, and plucked, they 
maye awake, Thoſe that cauſe hope of for. 
gyuenes, muſte be gyuen to tymoꝛous and 
fcarfull perſons, ſpecially in the daunger of 
deathc. How be it neyther to the one feare 
muſt be To miniſtred, that there ſhal no hope 
of foꝛgiuenes be mixed to the medicine, noꝛ 
to the other aſſwagementes and comfoꝛtes 
muſt be ſo gyuen, that they ſhall be diſcey⸗ 
ued. Foꝛ it is two thinges, tochaſtyfe and 
to caſt downe, to comfoꝛt ⁊ to flatter. whers 
foꝛe it foꝛceth not a lytell, what perſons do 
kepe and ſyt with ſpcke men. They ought 
to haue alwayes at hande ſundry places of 
| f of ſcriptu⸗ 
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ſcriptures, that eyther by the reherſall or 
tellynge of them, they maye eſtablyſhe and 
holde vp the fayntynge harte of the ſycke 
perſon. To this purpoſe certayne pꝛayers 
aptely made will helpe. For certayne pꝛay- 
ers go aboute, whiche be made of vnlerncd 
per ſones, 7 by vnlerned perſons be taught 
to ſycke folke. Hope beyng thus called vp, 
yet remayneth the feare of Purgatoꝛy, the 
which feare ſome men go about to mitigate 
and put out with remedyes, after myn opi⸗ 
mon, nothinge effectuall. Some do pꝛomyſe 
to be ſure ⁊ redemed from the fyꝛe of Pur⸗ 
gatoꝛyc by byenge of pardons : but J feare 
lcaſt this be not, to ſuccour and comfort the 
ſycke manne, but rather a mockynge and a 
mere diſſimulation. They do better whiche 
b» Maſſes and prayers of good men, 2 alſo 
by almes dedes,counfaple hym to dymynſh 
the paynes of Purgatory, But the ſtrogeſt 
remedy of all, is to aduertyſe the ſpcke m3, 
as moch as he can, to ſtyꝛe and rayſe vp his 
faith and charitie towarde god 7 his ncighs 
bonrc, with all his harte to foꝛgyue al men, 
of whom he bath bene hurted and greued, 
ond paciently to ſuffre fo: the lone of Chꝛiſt 
ge ſus rhe paynes of the ſyckeneſſe, and alſo 
death, ſubmytting him ſelfe holly in al thin⸗ 
ges to the wil and pleaſure of god, thinking 
that god wil not iudge two tymes v pon one 
thinge: 
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thinge : and that Chꝛiſt for our ſynnes hath 

ſuffer ed great peynes on the croſſe. Out of 

theſe fountaynes, and namely of his blode, 

let hym fetche a refrigeration and aſſwage⸗ 

ment of the fyꝛe of Purgatoꝛy. And ſo my⸗ 

ſtruſtynge hym ſelfe, and truſtyng vpon the 

excedynge mercye of god, the mcrytes of 

Chꝛiſt, and the ſuffrages of all holy menne, 

with a contrite harte and religious truſt let 

bym ſaye, ln manus tuas domine, commendo 

ſpiritum meum, Into thy handes lord, I come 

mende my ſpirite. There ſhalbe no diſdayn. 

though the ſpnner and weske man vſurpeth 

the wordes of his loꝛd. for to that purpoſe 
our heed expꝛeſſed theſe thingts in him ſelf, 

that we ſhoulde folowe hym, whiche be his 

membꝛes. That yf it pleaſe any man alſo of 

the other holy men to fctche an craumple, 

tet him ſaye with ſaynt Steuen, Lorde god 

rake my ſpirite. Examples haue a great ver- 

tue and ſtregth to moue mens myndes. For 

they ſhew as it were in a glaſſe, what is cos 
mely, and what is otherwyſe: Lykwyſe as 

alſo in other thĩgis we be moꝛe moucd with 
thoſe thinges that we ſe, than that we here. 

wherfoꝛe it hath no ſmall pꝛofyt to be often 

pꝛeſent at mens deathes, to thentẽt that we 
maye deſpyſe that in them we ſe deteſtable, 
and folow that is good and holy. Foꝛ in that 
article of death eucry mans faith appereth 
G ii what 
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what it is, and euery mans conſcience. But 
there ſhall no example be founde moꝛe per- 
fyte than that, whyche the loꝛde expꝛeſſed 
vnto vs in him ſelf. Foꝛ whan that laſt night 
appꝛoched, againſt the ſtoꝛme oftemtation, 
which was at hande, he armed his diſciples 
with the fode of his moſte holye bodye and 
blode, monyſhinge vs, that ſo oft as we fall 
into caſualtie oꝛ diſeaſe , whiche thꝛetneth 
death, forthwith ſhulde purge our affectiõs 
with confeſſion, lyke as oure loꝛde waſſhed 
the fete of his diſciples, and that done that 
we take reucrentcly the body of our lo:de, 
which meat may make our myndes ſtronge 
and vnvanquyſſhable againſte our ſpirituall 
ennemy. Our loꝛde made no teſtament , but 
in ſtede of his teſtamẽt was that hole fyer⸗ 
ly ſermon, which gohn ſpecifyeth and tel- 
leth very diligentely, and the oꝛdinaunce of 
the ſacrament of the aulter made in memory 
of his death. Of a teſtament theſe woꝛdes 
alſo do ſounde, whiche were ſpoken on the 
croſſe, woman behold thy ſonne, And to the 
diſciple, Beholde thy mother. wherfoꝛe of 
externall thinges we ought to ſpeake lytel, 
and moche of the thingts that make to faith 
and charitie. Foꝛ the woꝛdes oftheym thet 
dye are wot to be ſnatched vp ſomdele gre⸗ 
dyly, and to be pꝛinted moꝛe depely in the 
myndcs of the hearers , partly that no man 
is thought 
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is thought to fayne in that tcopardy, partly 
that the mynd whã it beginneth to be pluc⸗ 
ked from the body, wher with it is combꝛed, 
oftentymes vttereth a glymmerynge, and a 
pꝛofe of that lybertie and knowlege, wher⸗ 
vnto it goth. But let vs retourne to the ex⸗ 
ample of our redemer. After his maũdy, he 
departed from the houſe into the yarde,and 
his other diſciples, there commanded to ſit 
downe, he toke with him onely thꝛe, Peter, 
gohn, and games of Zebedei, to thentente 
that he might haue the ſame to be witneſſes 
ofhis humayne infirmitie, whiche tofoꝛe in 
the mount he wolde haue to be witneſſes of 
his gloꝛy. To thcſe he confeſſed thextreme 
heuynes of his mynd, which oftentymes is 
moꝛe greuous than the ſelf deth, which be⸗ 
inge commanded to watche 2 pꝛaye, agayne 
he departed to praye , In the coꝛpoꝛall de- 
partinge of our loꝛde there is a greate my⸗ 
ſtery. who pꝛepareth him to deth, muſt de⸗ 
parte frome all vrbane and domeſticall affe⸗ 
ctions, caſte awaye the care of the publyke 
weale, vtterly do away the thought of poſs 
ſcſſions, commende his wyfe and childern 
to the loꝛde, conucy away him ſelf from the 
truſt of his frendes⁊ kynſmen, not his moſt 
inwarde frẽdes receyue into the care of his 
mynde, he muſte be alone frome couerte of 
houſe, which than will ſpeake with the be 
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nenly father, whã extreme neceſſite approa 
cheth. Thꝛe tymes hc monyſhed his diſci- 
ples. whan they ſlept, to wake 7 pꝛay, that 
they entre not into temptation. Me entreth 
into tentation, whiche gyueth him ſelfe into 
the power of the temptour. But they that 
wake and pꝛay, though they be ſtryken with 
tentation, yet it paſſeth away by ⁊ by. That 
which our loꝛde ſpake to the thꝛe diſciples, 
he ſpake to vs all. They ſlept, and ther foꝛe 

they fell into tentation. Peter the moſt ſtrõ⸗ 

geſt of all denyed his maiſter, the other foꝛ 
fcare fied away, and wold haue denyed him 
moch moe, if they had ben in lyke caſe. So 
in lyke maner in peryll of death mans infir⸗ 
mitie is ouercome, onles inſtantely, oneles 
with a pure affection, onles with an vnuan⸗ 
quyſhed truſt he crycth foꝛ the help of him, 
which oncly reuyucth the deed , Row how 

a man ſhulde pꝛaye beinge in this ſtate, our 
redemer voucheſafed by his exaumple, to 
ſhewe vnto vs. He bowed his knees: this 
was not ynoughe, he fell downe flat on his 
face. From the grounde he cryed to his fa- 
ther ſo mightely, that his voyce was herde 
of the thꝛe diſciples, whiche were a ſtones 
caſte of, beſyde that they were heuye with 
ſlepe. Two tymes he returned to pꝛayer. iii. 


Non ficut tymes he repeted the ſelf fame woꝛdis, Nor 
ego,&c, as Iwill, but as thou, He boweth his knees, 
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which ſubmitteth him holly to goddis will: 
be falleth flat down on his face, which hols 
ly diſc ontenteth him ſelfe, holly diſtruſteth 
bis owne ſtrength and good dedes, noꝛ fro 
any other where hopeth ſolace, than frome 
the mercye of oure loꝛde. Noꝛ we maye not 
deſpay2e forthwith, though comfort be difs 
fcrred, agayne and agaync we muſt returne 
to cryenge, not of the mouthe, but of the 
bart. Foꝛ if the thynge that our loꝛde dyd 
outwardly,we folowe ſpiritually, the good 
aungell wyll come and wype of the bloudy 
ſweatre from our minde, and ſhal either de⸗ 
liver vs from peryll, oꝛ giue ſtrength to our 
ſpirite, that we boldly may ſuffte deth. Laſt 
of all we muſt with our loꝛde all. naked, afeo 
cende vpon the croſſe, farre from all erthly 
affections, lift vp to the loue of the heuenly 
lyfe, that with ſaynt Paule we may ſap, The 
world is crucified vnto me, 7 Ito the worlde, 
And there nayled with thꝛe nayles, feythe, 
hope, and charitie, we muſt conſtantly per⸗ 
ſeuer, fyghtyng valiantly with our ennemy 

the dyuelle, vntylle at laſte, after we haue 
vanquyſhed him, we map paſſc into eternall 

reſte, thꝛough the ayde and grace of oure 

loꝛde geſus Chꝛiſte, to whom with the fa⸗ 


ther and holy gooſte be prayle and gloꝛie 


wu out ende. Amen. 
FINIS. 
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